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Yes, Palestine as a holiday destination! This is not a contradiction in terms. Although
it may sound paradoxical, Palestine, in fact, has quite a bit to offer its visitors. First
and foremost comes history. Due to the country’s strategic location on the historic
trade routes and its position at the crossroads between East and West, its invaders
and occupiers – including the current ones – have all left their mark here. The Wall
that Israel has erected around the West Bank and that encircles Palestinian cities and
towns has become an attraction in itself, a site to be visited and to marvel at – aghast.
All sorts of graffiti have popped up on it, and it has become the backdrop for cultural
activities, concerts, fashion shows, etc.
Palestine’s rich cultural heritage can be seen in its cities and towns, such as
Bethlehem, Hebron, and Nablus, and also in its villages, where the remains of old
palaces and churches still stand, giving the viewer a good idea of the past glory that
the region has witnessed.
Palestine is also an ideal location for hiking. Its temperate climate and wonderful vistas
make for a breathtaking experience. Those of you who are lucky enough to make it
into the Gaza Strip can enjoy the sea there, eat fresh fish at its numerous restaurants,
and take in its many sights – the good, the bad, and the ugly.
For those who are interested in archaeology, the country offers countless sites
that bespeak the grand history of the place. Jericho has the remains of the oldest,
continuously inhabited city in the world; Sabastiya in the north has the remains of a
Roman amphitheatre and a colonnaded street; and Jerusalem is awash with interesting
archaeological sites.
Besides taking in the sites and sounds of the place, make sure to get to know the
people who inhabit it. This will make a big difference in your Palestine experience,
giving it more meaning and depth.
Welcome to Palestine.
Tony A. Khoury
Editor-in-chief
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“Exploration is not so much a covering of surface distance as a study in depth:
a fleeting episode, a fragment of landscape or a remark overheard may provide
the only means of understanding and interpreting areas which would otherwise
remain barren of meaning.” Claude Levi-Strauss, Tristes Tropiques (1955)

Transhumance in Tarkumia
An Exploration of Aspects of Palestinian Summer Identity
By Dr. Ali Qleibo

long rides in the countryside with Aida, and to
visit my friends in the mountains, all of which
had been precluded by my winter sojourn in
Jericho and the school schedule.
I returned to Tarkumia to take photos of
the last cave dwellings. Up to the turn of the
century people used to bury the dead in the
family hearth in the caves, a custom that
betrays survival of ancient pagan traditions

The three-month summer vacation from
schools liberates Palestinian families from
the constraint of the temporal rhythm of
school and from the constriction of space.
The students are free, but the parents are
equally liberated. This temporal space
provides ample opportunities for exploration
of self, of other, of place, and of time by
means of travel. Travel is usually thought
of as a displacement in space. This is an
inadequate conception. A journey occurs
simultaneously in space, in time, and in
the social hierarchy. Each impression can
be defined only by being jointly related to
these three axes, and since space is itself
three-dimensional, five axes are necessary
if we are to have an adequate representation
of any journey.
Travel is a form of exploration, a spark
to the imagination, a quest, commerce,
escape, and a means of self-discovery.
The dislocation in space may be seen as
an adventure, a means of exploitation,
tourism, emigration, methodical alienation,
and an expression of national identity
formation and personal identity formation.
When we travel we unsettle our identities,
our everyday notions of gender, class,
race, and self. Certain identities emerge
and others disappear in transit. Narratives
and other representations of travel shape
and determine identity. Ultimately, only
the anthropologist has actually lived this
desire to lose the self in the Other through
the emotionally cathartic disorientation of
fieldwork: the anthropologist is the only
practicing intellectual who is master of “his
own intellectual alienation” made possible
through travel.
Summer vacation has begun. Once
again I am free to resume my ethnographic
exploration of the West Bank villages, to take

hills that cover over twenty-two thousand
dunums. Traditionally attached to Beit Jibrin,
the village has been inhabited by Canaanites,
Philistines, Egyptians, Hittites, Romans, and
Crusaders whose traces are glimpsed in the
genetic diversity ranging from dark-skinned
dominant phenotypes and innumerable
blonde, blue-eyed, fair-skinned genotypes.
Historically Tricomia has stood as a sentry to
the Shephelah (lowland), its valleys, its sites,
and its routes, which became a battlefield
between the Philistines and the Israelites.
The struggles of that period illustrate how the
open valleys of the Shephelah were coveted
by people from the hill country in their quest
to reach the coastal highway.
My student Fahed, whose family cave
survives, was not in the village. During the
summer vacation he joins the rest of the
illegal migrant workers inside the Green
Line. Instead I was received by Husni,
a freshman at Al-Quds University. I was
graciously hosted in the lush green garden
within the family compound built on the site
of the levelled family caves. All traces of
history had disappeared under innumerable
truckloads of soil. By way of consolation,
Husni’s father took me to explore the ancient
Canaanite khirbeh, known locally as Taybeh,
literally the beautiful spot. The long dusty
track through the vineyards and fruit orchards
leads past the rubble of the ancient Kufor Atta
to a number of ancient cave dwellings on the
summit of the mountain.
“These used to be our homes long before
we moved to Tarkumia. It remains our land,”
Abu Husni explained. He pointed to a sheep
pen, “I used to graze the sheep here as
a youth. This is where I used to sleep…”
My eyes followed his finger to a niche in
the rocks.

prosperity. Only the Dababseh family has
preserved its cave. This particular cave,
now a family cemetery, has had a hold on
my imagination for over two years.
Tarkumia has a magical ring.… The
Arabic word echoes the old Roman name
Tricomia, the four hamlets, known to the
Crusaders as Trakemia. The four ancient
Canaanite settlements are referred to as

A ba’ali plot of land. Ba’ali: from the Canaanite God Baal;
summer agriculture which depends exclusively on the heavy
fall of evening dew as its source of irrigation.

preceding Judaism and Christianity in
the land of Canaan. Recently most cave
dwellings have been levelled and replaced by
handsome three-generation family apartment
buildings. New fertile soil was purchased.
The now-pitted caves became beds for
verdant gardens attached to the new houses
bespeaking post-1967 Palestinian economic
4

kufor in both ancient Canaanite and Arabic.
These hamlets are Kufor Atta, now bearing
the name Taybeh, Huraf, now known as
Seif, Beit Naseen, and Natif. The ancient
Canaanite capital, Yiftah, is the present-day
town centre of Tarkumia. The village orchards
and fields roll up from the foot of the Hebron
mountains to straddle the surrounding
5

Anthropologists always face the paradox
expressed eloquently by Claude Levi Strauss
in Tristes Tropiques; unfortunately we arrive
on the scene either too late or too early. As I
walked next to Abu Husni I snapped photos
while trying to hide my deep disappointment.
He was inarticulate about the way of life that
had long disappeared. Barely 44 years old,
he had not experienced or most probably
did not want to remember the caves and the
dire poverty and misery that such memories
would bring up. The rubble and the caves
stood as mute stones and rocks. Though
his ancestors originated there, history did not
speak to him. The poetry of time and place
did not intimate transience and immortality.
An officer in the intelligence department
in the Palestinian Authority, he was not
taken with the mythos of the land but rather
embroiled in the ongoing Hamas/Fateh
conflict. He soon apologised that he had to
return to his office, and I was left alone with
his son Husni.
The mountains of Tarkumia are beautiful.
On the way to Gaza it was the last village
we crossed before entering the Green Line.
Twenty years ago I made a painting of the
landscape that I still treasure on my wall in
Jerusalem: A Mountain Path.
I stayed behind walking in the grazing
fields surrounded by olive, fig, apricot, plum,
and peach trees, admiring the vineyards
cascading in orderly terraces into the horizon.
In the open spaces, ba’ali plots of land looked
very well maintained. I was now inside
the painting. All stones and pebbles were
removed, the land was well ploughed.
“Obviously they love their land,” I mused
to myself as Husni trudged next to me. The
golden wheat sheaths caught the rays of the
slow late-afternoon sunset. From the coast
glared the thick haze of humidity that blew
over the mountain top as a soothing moist
breeze. At that moment, when the long, dry,
hot day gives way to the freshness of the
evening, human voices became audible.
I followed the dusty path in search of the
speakers. Imagine my surprise upon seeing a
handsome, blonde, hunky, fair-skinned, blueeyed man dressed in a Lacoste polo shirt with
two children beside him fighting over whose
turn it was to ride the donkey.

“How old are your children?” I asked after
I had introduced myself.
“I am only nineteen. They are my brothers!”
Ahmad exclaimed. “I am a student at
Al-Najah University in Nablus,” he added
proudly.
“Where are you from?”
“We are from Tarkumia. The summer
vacation has begun, and I am not taking
summer courses.” He pointed in the direction
of a cottage house among the orchards. “We
live here in the summer.”
I followed his hand movement and I

may be used alternately for sleeping and
for whiling away the night. By necessity the
platform is either covered with palm leaves
for shade or is built under the shade of a huge
fig tree or a vine that would offer protection
from the scorching sun during the day and
the heavy fall of night dew.
“We will be here for the summer,” Ahmad
repeated. “My brothers’ school year has
ended and we have moved up here.”
“It is the custom in Tarkumia,” explained
Husni. “Families that own land move up to
the mountain to tend the ba’ali vegetables,
to plough the land around the olive and fruit

Boys draw water from a famous old well and fill
plastic containers that are carried by donkeys to
the summer cottage in the orchards.

Improvised broom made from mountain weeds.

Lush flowers lead from the house to the garden.
Family caves were destroyed and filled with new
soil to create gardens.

Fresh paintings

saw, scattered amidst the orchards, a few
field houses. The style, finishing touches,
and type of structure reflected the socioeconomic status of the individual family.
The mountain summer residences, in
general, are composed of a single room
wherein mattresses are stacked and food is
stored. Irrespective of the money expended
in this summer house each residence had,
de rigueur, a protruding mastabeh invariably
with a north-western view. The mastabeh
is an elevated flat platform of cement that
6

trees, to fix up the terraces, and to harvest the
wheat. Many move with their sheep to graze.
They also bring their chickens for fresh eggs
and their flour to bake bread.”
Along the way I had already noticed that
they depend on the ancient water well.
Children walk to the well. The boys pull
out the water in buckets scattered amidst
the orchards and empty them into plastic
containers; the girls help load them onto
donkeys.
“But settlers harass us,” Ahmad explained.

During the summer vacation, children help with
the wheat harvest, cleaning up, and looking after
their younger siblings.
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of the farmers collecting the fakous within the
sight of the sanctuary assumes a precarious
vulnerability within the encroaching danger
of Israeli colonialism.
Summer is here. Flashes of palm trees,
green cabbage fields, goats and shepherds,
hints of orange blossom, richly foliated petals
of tea roses and recollections of innumerable
lunches with friends and family will join the
image repertoire of past winters in Jericho.
By May most Jericho winter homes were
closed down. The long march to spring in
Jerusalem punctuated by Easter culminates
with the maturing of the succulent aromatic
baladi mishmesh (local ba’ali apricots) by
early June. The ritual apricot marmalade
preparation celebrates the passing over of
the cold, wet rainy season. The scholastic
year in both schools and universities comes
to an end. Winter is over. Summer vacation
has begun.

“They attack us from the settlements of Natif
and Adora.”
“Those whose lands are adjacent to the
settlements are terrorised by settlers and by
Israeli soldiers. They don’t allow them to build
the traditional cottages. They bulldoze them
and don’t allow them to graze their sheep
on their land or harvest their own crops,”
Husni elaborated.
In Dura later that evening my old friend
Abu Ali explained: “Summer vacation to the
Palestinian peasant is not a two-week journey
to Italy or Spain. Rather it is a rejuvenation of
the self through total immersion in the land.
Indeed many peasants bi-azbu (spend the
summer in the mountains).” After a moment
of silence he inquired, “But did you eat from
the fakous in the valley?”
Fakous is a local variant of cucumber. It
is a typically ba’ali vegetable whose sweet
taste Palestinians cherish. In the foothills of
Taybeh, on the borders of Idna, the fields
specialise in fakous.
Between the two villages, on a hill that
commands a panoramic view of the fields,
stands the well-preserved sanctuary of alSheikh Saleh; a dignified testimony to the
deep roots of Palestinian cultural identity in
ancient Semitic and Philistine civilisations. On
a clear winter day, in the distant horizon, the
chimneys of Ashkelon factories visibly belch
their toxic fumes. The idyllic pastoral image

Dr. Ali Qleibo is an anthropologist, author,
and artist. A specialist in the social history
of Jerusalem and Palestinian peasant
culture, he is the author of Before the
Mountains Disappear and Jerusalem
in the Heart. Forthcoming is Surviving
the Wall, an ethnographic chronicle of
contemporary Palestinians. Dr. Qleibo
lectures at Al-Quds University. He can be
reached at aqleibo@yahoo.com.
Article photos by Ali Qleibo.

Golden wheat fields ready for harvest.
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Reflections on the Way to an
Early-Morning Hike

By Lina Barakat-Masrouji

two different hikes, there are steady
hikers, not-so-steady hikers, and
– almost always – newcomers. All
hikers share an interest in spending
time in the open, securing the health
benefits of the exercise, and enjoying
the beauty of the natural environment
the best way possible: by becoming
part of it. To some, this outing has
also presented a perfect opportunity
to make good use of their cameras
to build on various collections of their
photographs that have been exhibited
in Ramallah, Birzeit, and London.
However, Shat-ha is not solely about
recreation for nature-lovers. The
underlying concept is to connect

It is still slightly dark when I wake
up before the alarm sounds. Ready
to leave in 20 minutes for the Shat-ha
Friday-morning walk, I am very likely
the earliest person to start the day in
this quiet Jerusalem neighbourhood.
We are meeting at 6:00 a.m. in
Ramallah to take a rather short hiking
trail; more of a walk. It starts from
Yabroud, a small village north east of
Ramallah, and makes its way to the
site of ancient ruins called Khirbet
‘Ana, and then farther north to another
favourite archaeological location:
Burj Bardawil overlooking from its
strategic position the road to Nablus
and standing witness to the twelfthcentury hardy construction of the
Frankish Crusader fortifications. Our
long-distance day-hikes are generally
reserved for the cooler seasons of
the year.
Ever since I joined Shat-ha hiking
group two years ago, the Friday hiking
activity has been a most welcome
option. Unlike many outdoor activities,
this is not one to fret about. Backpack
holds water bottle, fresh home-made
contribution to the picnic breakfast,
a preferably non-disposable cup for
Najeh’s tea ceremony, and some coins
to pay for public transport. Except
for a good pair of hiking shoes no
high-tech gear or outfit is required;
apparel is casual. A late decision, the
night before, to join the walk is always
possible.
Shat-ha brings together people from
various countries, age groups, and
backgrounds. The diversity of the
group makes it exceptionally dynamic
and gives each walk a spirit of its own;
some walks are quite loud and jubilant
and some more contemplative and
serene. At times there are few hikers,
but sometimes the crowd exceeds
twenty. Though it is a rare incident
to meet exactly the same people on

and hill joining one village, from a
wide collection of Ramallah-District
villages, to another. Innumerable
trails have taken us to many villages
and khirbets: from Beit Reema to
Kufr ‘Ayn, ‘Ayn ‘Areek to Bil’in, Kufr
Malek to ‘Ayn Samia, and around Dayr
Ghassana, Kaubar, and Ras Karkar to
name but a few.
On numerous occasions we have
ventured farther north to Jenin, south
to Bethlehem, and east to Jericho.
Much farther west is, of course, not
an option. “Cross-country” hiking –
country: whichever way you choose
to delineate it – is a luxury we are not
allowed. Settlements and settlers,
Israeli Army bases, Separation
Wall, checkpoints, and restricted
roads squeeze trails and reduce the
otherwise open terrain into pass and

people with the land and promote
public awareness of the dangers that
face the land and nature in Palestine.
The unfaltering commitment of the
founding fathers (father and mother
actually), Saleh and Samia, to sustain
the idea is admirable.
Hike trails end-to-end are planned
by the “leader” who has a good
knowledge of the terrain. The scenery
can change significantly from place
to place and season to season, but
the walk is always a picturesque
experience. The scene, I believe, that
never ceases to strike amazement is
that of the terraces of olive orchards.
The trims that have been perseveringly
built by Palestinian farmers over the
years gently run across the hillsides
like ruffles of a flamenco dress. Trails
twist and turn through field, valley,

A walk from Wadi Qilt to St. George's monestary in the Jordan Valley.
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From Ramallah to Betunia through 'Ein Qinya

developed and respected amongst
the group even in the absence of
environmental regulations.
Driving at a leisurely pace through
the Qalandia checkpoint and empty
roads, I never fail to enjoy the idea that
getting to Ramallah from Jerusalem in
15 minutes is possible still. It is 5:55
a.m. when I park near al-Manarah.
Karen is already there, and from all
roads opening into al-Manarah people
trickle towards the meeting spot, as
eager as I am to escape to nature.

non pass areas. To cross from alMazra’a al-Qibliyyeh to Ras Karkar,
one takes a trail that dodges, by a
fairly safe distance, not just Talmon,
but Talmon B and Talmon C. ‘Ateret
and Halamish block the way to ‘Ajjoul
from Kaubar. Shat-ha members still
recall too well the group’s unpleasant
encounter with settlers on the outskirts
of Doma.
But this notion of being in danger is
not insistent. It is a risk we take, similar
to losing the way, spraining an ankle, or
encountering sudden showers of rain.
We are more concerned and aware of
the adverse impact that we may inflict
on the natural environment. Implicitly,
the rules “leave no trace,” “leave as
found,” and “do not harm,” have been

Lina Barakat-Masrouji was born in
Jerusalem. She is a pharmacist and
is currently the technical manager at
Jerusalem Pharmaceuticals in Ramallah.
Article photos by Emile Ashrawi

A walk from Annabi Saleh to Kufor 'Een.
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Authentic Palestine:
Solidarity Tourism in the Hebron District
By Sandrine Bert Geith

of Al-Karmel, Ad-Dahiriyya, and Yatta are
characteristic of a transitional landscape,
between mountains and desert.
In recent years, several projects
have focused on the responsible and
sustainable development of the tourism
sector in Hebron. The main objective is
to welcome foreign visitors who wish to
explore the area’s cultural heritage, thus
contributing to economic development
and interaction with local communities.
Visitors can be accommodated in families
and are thus able to experience the
famous hospitality offered by the people
of Hebron, many of whom have studied
English or French and have a genuine
spirit of respect and a desire for exchange
with visitors.
In order to experience the authentic
Palestine, visitors are encouraged to
have a local guide to accompany them
through the region. Excursions to sites
of interest and traditional villages will
offer an opportunity to learn about and
witness local customs and meet with

Hebron is one of the most significant
cities in the West Bank, situated only
35 kilometres to the south of Jerusalem.
Throughout history, Hebron has been
at the crossroads of the traditional
communication routes between the north
and the south and a necessary transit
point for caravans and pilgrims. Today,
however, the Hebron district is isolated
and largely untouched by the tourism
industry. Foreign visitors to Hebron City
consist mainly of solidarity movement
members or individuals who wish to
assess the consequences of the Israeli
occupation and colonisation. The district
as a whole is generally bypassed by
visitors.
Nevertheless, the Hebron district bears
cultural, architectural, and natural value.
Traditional houses, small forts and towers
as well as holy sites from the three
monotheistic religions are distributed
along the historical trade routes and have
marked the landscape for thousands of
years. More than one-third of the 300
archaeological sites listed in Palestine
are situated in this region. The tells (hills)
of Beth Zur, Qila, and Ma’in have known
successive occupations since the Bronze
Age. The synagogue of Samu’ and the
Byzantine site of Ain Al-Mamoudiyya
testify to religious traditions practiced
before the Islamic period. A visit to the
Roman villa of Khirbet Al-Kaum and the
castles of Al-Burj and Al-Karmel make
a very impressive excursion for tourists.
Spending time in the villages of the district
allows one to come into contact with the
traditional Palestinian way of life and an
amazing diversity of landscapes. Although
the mountainous central area contains
the well-known villages such as Halhoul,
Rabud, Beit Ummar, and Surif, a tour of the
fertile western edge – the villages of Deir
Samit, Beit Mirsim and Al-Burj – is highly
recommended. In the south, the villages

Carpet weaving in Samu. Photo by Sandrine Geith.
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Ancient tomb in Hadab al-Fawwar photo by Sandrine Geith

focused on the lesser-known villages in
the district. In addition to training local
guides, HFACE also works in schools to
promote the protection of heritage and
the environment, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education. The Palestinian
authorities and institutions, such as the
Hebron Rehabilitation Committee and
Riwaq, are engaged in the rehabilitation of
archaeological sites and the restoration of
the old city of Hebron, as well as buildings
and entire quarters in traditional villages.
Progressively, the people of Hebron are
retaking possession of their own history
and striving to overcome ignorance
and stereotypes that are mistakenly
associated with this attractive region.

people from various organisations who
work for human rights or sustainable
development. In addition to traditional
handicrafts workshops, factories – such
as the last remaining factory in Palestine
that produces the traditional kaffiyeh –
have become an essential component of
every visit to the district. Special attention
should be given to fair trade standards
and the promotion of local production.
Tourists and pilgrims are encouraged to
stay longer in the region and benefit from
thematic programmes, such as workshops
in traditional handicrafts or hiking tours to
biblical sites.
The success of these initiatives depends
on the awareness of the local population
of its own heritage and the need to
preserve it. For the past few years, several
local institutions have been living up
to this mission. The Hebron-France
Association for Cultural Exchanges
(HFACE) is one example that has mainly

Sandrine Bert Geith is an archaeologist
from Switzerland. She is currently
coordinating the Solidarity Tourism
project of the Hebron-France Association
for Cultural Exchanges (HFACE) and can
be reached at info@hebron-france.org.
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Palestine Walking Trails
By George Rishmawi

Canaanite cities were everywhere four
thousand years ago. Abraham travelled in the
buffer zones of these kingdoms and certainly
used to trade with them in order to address
his own needs and those of his family.
Today in the West Bank, one can find the
ruins of many Canaanite sites, all the way
from Jenin to Hebron. Phase one of the
Abraham Path was to identify the possible
places where Abraham had walked. It is very
plausible that Abraham had taken what is
called the Patriarch’s Route through central
Palestine or Canaan, travelling from what is
known today as Turkey to Hebron (El-Khalil).
It was called the Patriarch’s Route because
of Abraham and his family. Sadly most of the
Patriarch’s Route in the West Bank today
is occupied by illegal Israeli settlements.
During the research phase of the Abraham
Path it was necessary to deviate slightly
from the historical path in order to avoid the
settlements.
The first segment of the Path begins in
Nablus, where a tour of the beautiful old city
reveals its ancient history. When visitors
walk through its bazaars and souks, it is as
if they were walking in a large museum. The
museum comes alive as visitors engage in
friendly chats with shopkeepers, eat kanafa
– the delightful Nablus specialty sweet, and
visit the Samaritan community and Jacob’s
well. One of the most important places to
visit in Nablus is the ruins of the ancient city
of Nablus, Tel Balata, believed to be where
Abraham started his journey in Canaan.
According to the Samaritan community he
never left the Nablus area.
From Tel Balata, hikers can walk to the
village of Awarta, famous for its maqqams.
After experiencing the great hospitality of
Awarta, and hearing about the existing
maqqams in the village, hikers can continue
to the unique Jabal (Mount) Awrma. Before
researching the route we never imagined
that there would be such a large number of
significant abandoned archaeological sites.
Jabal Awrma, is a special place with a type

Walking trails in Palestine are as old as the
stones of Jerusalem. Caravan routes used
to cross Palestine through three different
areas: the Jordan Valley (rift valley), the
Central or Patriarch’s Route, and Via Maris.
Caravans used to trade and exchange
goods with the people who lived in Palestine
through all ages and civilisations. The people
of Palestine have always offered great
hospitality to first-time visitors, not knowing
where they come from or how long they will
stay. Hospitality and offering the best of what
they have is still the main characteristic of
the people of the land. Building on the great
hospitality and kindness of the Palestinian
people, and on the same routes that people
have been using for thousands of years,
new hiking and walking routes have been
emerging in Palestine.
The Abraham Path (Massar Ibrahim ElKhalil)
Researchers argue about the true story
of Abraham, but the people of Palestine,
Turkey, Syria, and Jordan want the memory
of Abraham to remain alive in the areas
he passed through and lived in. Although
Abraham has found a place in holy books,
he is not mentioned at all in history books.
The research of the places where Abraham
walked has been based on the oral history
of the people living there. Abraham the
shepherd did not travel alone. He travelled
with his cattle and his family. So Abraham
was a nomadic person for parts of his life.
Following the steps of Abraham does not
mean literally following his physical steps, as
it is hard to discover where he really walked.
Rather it is following the values of Abraham
that are highlighted in the holy books.
Adopting the values of hospitality and
respect for all cultures, a group of Palestinian
organisations led by Bethlehem University
began to research the Abrahamic route
in the West Bank. Many scholars claim
that Abraham arrived in Canaan during
a flourishing of Canaanite civilisation.
18

committee after arriving at the top of the
hill where the village is located, affording
amazing views of Palestine. Walking from
Kufor Malek to Taybeh through gorgeous
olive groves, near Dir Jarir, one can rest in
the shade of centuries-old olive trees while
listening to local storytellers. One can hear
the whispers of the trees, the whispers that
recount the history of this land and the care
that Palestinian families have given to this
holy tree of Palestine.
On arriving in Taybeh, travellers can enjoy
staying at the church guesthouse, touring the
beautiful old village, and hearing the story of

of water system that is very rarely found in
Palestine. Its commanding views of Nablus
and the surrounding area indicate that it could
have been a fortress in ancient times.
Continuing on, travellers will walk through
the village of Aqraba, located at the edge of
the Jordan Valley. All the way from Aqraba to
the village of Duma, hikers will be walking on
top of the Jordan Valley, possibly having the
opportunity to observe the many species of
migrating birds that fly through the rift valley
every year. From Aqraba to Duma, hikers
can look out over the Jordan Valley to enjoy
spectacular views.

French group from the Alpine Club on an ancient Canaanite route near Ain Samia.

the famous visit of Salah Eddin to the village.
From Taybeh, travellers can walk through the
village of Deir Dabwan to the village of Bitin
and visit the Tower of Bitin and the ancient
ruins of the church, near the historic sites
where Jacob dreamed of the ladder and
the angels.
The Abraham Path is a unique experience
for hikers and local Palestinians. It represents
a true exchange of culture and history and
builds strong links between Palestine and
the rest of the world.
The route today is open to groups and

The Abraham Path has been designed
to be walked in three days or longer as
individual hikers might decide to stay longer
in various villages. From Duma the walk
continues through the village of Mughayyar
to the Ain Samia area. Ain Samia is one of
the most beautiful areas in the West Bank.
It is rich with the water springs and water
systems that are built along the aqueducts
of the ancient ruins in the area.
From there, following an ancient Canaanite
route, hikers can walk to the village of Kufor
Malek and be hosted by the local women’s
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individuals who should coordinate with the
local chapter of the Abraham Path in Palestine.
Since July 2008 the route has been walked by
hundreds of people from Palestine and all over
the world. The local chapter of the Abraham
Path has been organising a student group from

Dina, American Student from Iraqi origin, near Dir Debwan

Participants of the first API Massar Ibrahiem at Mount Awrma
between Awarta and Aqraba

Palestine who will be walking the Path on a
regular basis, in part to discover their country
and in part to develop the route.
The Nativity Trail
Being from Bethlehem is a unique privilege.
Joseph and Mary walked from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, and according to Biblical tradition
there was no place for them in the inn. It is
surprising to hear that Joseph would want to
stay at an inn and not with his extended family
who live in the town. Anyone who travels to a
distant city or country usually wants to stay with
relatives rather than in a hotel. It seems that
since Joseph went to Bethlehem during the
time of the census the homes of his relatives
would probably have been full of guests – other
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relatives who were in town to register as
well. Joseph needed to find not only a
place to sleep but also an appropriate
place where Mary could deliver her child.
It is probably for reasons of privacy and
space that Joseph chose to take Mary to
the stable where the family cattle were
housed.
We normally hear about the birth of
Jesus but we do not hear much about the
trip of Joseph and Mary from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. Today, almost two thousand
years after this historic journey, one
can still walk the 160 kilometres from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. Joseph and Mary
probably walked it in about 3 to 4 days, but
today we need approximately 11 days to
follow the steps of such a journey.
The idea of retracing the steps of Joseph
and Mary came from the Bethlehem
2000 project, and today two leading
Bethlehem organisations are responsible
for organising the walks for internationals,
tourists, and local people.
Starting from the old city of Nazareth,
travellers visit the Basilica of the
Annunciation and then walk through some
of the oldest historic towns of Palestine.
Along the way, they will enjoy climbing
Mount Tabor and be rewarded with the
spectacular and unforgettable view of
the Marj Ibn Amer (Jezreel Valley). From
the mount where Jesus spoke to Moses
and Elijah, one can see the occupied
West Bank and the Israeli apartheid Wall.
Today’s political realities – checkpoints,
closed military areas, and the separation
Wall – would make it impossible for
Joseph and Mary to walk from Nazareth
to Bethlehem. Crossing to Jenin in the
northern West Bank and staying overnight
in the village of Faqua’ north-east of Jenin,
one begins to experience the culture, the
people, the day-to-day life of Palestinians
and their rootedness in their land. Faqua’
is famous for the most delicious cactus
pears (saber) in Palestine, which remind
us that much saber (steadfastness,
patience) is needed in order to live in
Palestine and to continue the walk to
Bethlehem.
After twenty more kilometres of walking,

hikers can rest in Zababdeh, a major
Christian town in the northern West Bank,
where they are hosted at the guesthouse
of the Palestinian Agricultural Relief
Committees. The next day’s walk is to
Faraa. Ten years ago, it was possible to
walk from Zebabdeh through Faraa to
Aqrabaniya. Today, however, due to the
expansion of illegal Israeli settlements,
the trail in that segment had to be
rerouted. The travellers stay overnight
in Faraa Refugee Camp and are hosted
by local Palestinian families who were
displaced from their lands in 1948.
It is obvious that walking this path is
a very rich experience that introduces
travellers to Palestinian history,
archaeology, geography, agriculture,
flora and fauna, etc.
From Faraa, the walk continues to
Nablus, passing through Wadi Bathan,
one of the most famous places in the
West Bank, with its water springs and
local tourism. While in Nablus, travellers
walk through the old city, rest and relax
in the Turkish bath, and enjoy a Nabulsi
dinner that ends perfectly with kanafa.
Going on to Duma, overlooking the
Jordan Valley, travellers are hosted by
local families. Duma is known for its
traditional Palestinian lifestyle. Families
remain very close to each other, and one
can smell the tantalising scents wafting
from the taboun (traditional Palestinian
oven). Duma is one of the few places
where women still use the taboun. Habib,
one of our guides, is from Duma, and he
usually introduces the visitors to a number
of villagers with whom they can have very
interesting conversations.
From Duma, travellers walk to the
Jordan Valley. Although it looks close
enough to touch, it is actually more than
25 kilometres away, which makes this
day of the Nativity Trail the longest. The
spring of Auja awaits the hikers, who
are normally hosted nearby by Bedouin
families. A highlight of the stay in Auja
is the first-hand experience of Bedouin
lifestyle and hospitality. Greater insight
is also gained into the challenges that

Maps of the trails

Bedouin face due to the Israeli occupation.
Walking through the Jordan Valley, the lowest
spot on earth, one can notice thousands of
birds that migrate in large numbers through the
Jordan Valley every year. Arriving in Jericho, the
oldest city in history, from its northern entrance,
travellers quench their thirst at Ain Sultan and
then walk all the way to the top of the Mount
of Temptation, where Jesus was tempted by
the devil two thousand years ago, and where
today humanity is reminded of the temptation of
wars and killing. At the end of the day in Jericho
visitors always like to visit the Dead Sea where
they enjoy floating in its therapeutic waters.
Leaving Jericho from the site of Tlul Abu AlAlayik, the ruins of Herod the Great’s famous
palace, one can better understand the amazing
architecture of the palace that was build on both
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from King Herod in this monastery. Indeed,
the local population has been offering
hospitality to strangers for generations;
and strangers, although they may not
always find a place at the inn, will always
find a warm welcome in Palestinian
homes.
In Beit Sahour, hikers visit the Shepherds’
Field, meet with Palestinians who live in
the town, and spend the night with host
families. As stories about life in Beit
Sahour are told, visitors gain a greater
understanding of the message of peace
that was announced to the shepherds
two thousand years ago. For more than
a generation, the people of Beit Sahour
have been active in using non-violent
means to resist the occupation.
After being hosted by the “shepherds”
for the night, hikers begin the last day of
their journey with a walk to Bethlehem to
visit the Church of the Nativity, take a tour
around the old city, and, of course, find a
place at the inn.
The people of Bethlehem consider that
any person who follows the steps of the
holy family and walks from Nazareth to
Bethlehem is a genuine Bethlehemite.
Each hiker will be given a certificate
of honorary citizenship signed by the
mayor of Bethlehem. What an honour
and privilege to be from Bethlehem! And
what a responsibility. Given that one
understands more deeply the reality of life
for the inhabitants of Bethlehem and the
rest of Palestine, one has a responsibility
to communicate this understanding
and advocate for justice and genuine
peace. Be assured that the homes of
your compatriots will always be open to
welcome you whenever you return.

Picture from the Nablus area

sides of the river. Continuing on, through the
famous Wadi Qelt, the sounds of birds and
animals provide gentle accompaniment on
the way to St. George of Koziba Monastery.
It is not difficult to imagine the tears of joy
shed by those who fled persecution as they
were welcomed with the traditional hospitality
of the early Christians – and to relate that to
the persecution of the local population in the
West Bank today.
The first desert experience of the
Nativity Trail will be from Wadi Qelt to
Nabi Musa, about a three-hour walk. Nabi
Musa is a shrine that commemorates the
prophet Moses. It was built in the twelfth
century by Salah Eddin. From Nabi Musa
to Mar Saba Monastery will be the real
desert walk. Hikers will walk through
the Jerusalem wilderness to Mar Saba,
located on the edge of the wilderness east
of Bethlehem. During the five-hour walk,
one can meet with local Bedouin children
who are always wondering which direction
the group will take. Accommodations in the
area of Mar Saba are provided by local
Bedouins. Although everyone is welcome
to stand across the valley to take in the
view of the monastery nestled in the desert
hills, only men are allowed to enter the
monastery, a custom that was begun by
St. Saba who founded the monastery.
The day before the excursion ends,
hikers will walk from Mar Saba into
the town of Beit Sahour, which means
“shepherds’ field,” passing through the
village of Ubaydiya and visiting the
monastery Deir Inin Ubaid. Legend has
it that the three Magi who came from the
east following the star to Bethlehem hid

George Rishmawi is the coordinator
for Siraj, Center for Holy Land Studies
(www.sirajcenter.org). He organises the
Palestine Encounter Program which
brings international visitors to Palestine.
Rishmawi also has expertise in non-typical
tourism activities including cultural tours,
political missions, and environmental
hiking tours. He can be reached at
george@sirajcenter.org.
Photos courtesy of Siraj.
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Travelling through the Floral-Faunal Habitats
By Roubina Basous/Ghattas
of Palestine
As a treasure chest of biodiversity,
Palestine hosts a large variety of plants
and animals that are of great importance
to humanity. It lies at the crossroads
of the European, Asian, and African
continents, the Mediterranean and
Red seas, and a number of botanical
zones. This unique environment nurtures
Palestinian biological diversity through
the convergence of various geo-climatic
conditions that include the Mediterranean
Sea, the desert, the woodlands, and the
Jordan Rift Valley. The topography and
its variable ecosystems create rich floral
and faunal associations.
Palestinian dissected ecosystems,
with their wide range of agro-ecological
and climatic conditions, draw a natural
map for the floral and faunal path in the
Palestinian Territory. The topographic
variation directly reflects on the climate as
well as the distribution and diversification
of plant and animal species and their
density – from the Jordan Valley, the
lowest area in the world, to the arid
valleys, to the mountains, back to the
semi-humid valleys, and up to the sea.
A visit to the Palestinian Territory,
moving from east to west and passing
through valleys and mountains, reveals
that plants and animals are distributed
over five main ecosystems (see map);
the Jordan River and the Jordan Valley
on the eastern borders of Palestine,
where the Jordan Valley ecosystem is the
dominant semi-tropical area extending
along the western bank of the Jordan
River from Tubas Governorate in the
north to the northern tip of the Dead Sea
in the south, forming 7.1 percent of the
West Bank area with elevations of -375m
below sea level to 200m above sea level
and average rainfall amounts of <200mm
to <50mm per year.* This area is known
for its unique plants, including Tamarix
jordanica, ©Êœ—_« qŁù«®, Jordanian tamarisk;
Atriplex halimus ©`OK*«®, shrubby saltbush;
Phragmites australis ©VB®, common

reed; and Ziziphus Lotus ©Íd³« »UMF«®, lotus
tree; and others, which all tolerate high
temperatures and salinity. In addition,
there are a number of animals that inhabit
this area, such as Erinaceus europaeus
©bHM®, hedgehog; Crocidura russula ©WÐUÐ“®,
shrew; Rousettus aegyptiacus ©‘UH)«
ÍdB*«®, Egyptian bat; Lutra lutra ©¡U*« VK®,
common otter; Herpestes ichneumon
©”UMM«¨f/®, Egyptian mongoose; Sus
scorfa ©Íd³« d¹eM)«®, wild boar; Testudo
graeca © …UH×KÝ® , land spur-thighed
tortoise; and Vipera palaestinae ©ÊU³F¦«
wMODKH«®, Palestinian viper.**
Farther to the west a semi-dry area –
the Eastern Slopes – appears. It extends
along the eastern side of the West Bank,
east of Jenin in the north to the eastern
hills of the Hebron Governorate in the
south, where most Palestinian rangeland
exists. The Eastern Slopes ecosystem
forms 27.8 percent of the West Bank area
with elevations of 150m to 600m above
sea level and average rainfall amounts
of 200mm to 350mm per year.* This area
is known for the dominance of several
rangeland species such as Artemisia
herba alba ©`OA«®, wormwood; Pistacia
lentiscus ©f¹d«®, lentisk; Rhamnus
palaestinus ©b¹u«®, Palestine buckthorn;
Spartium Junceum ©‰«“Ë®, Spanish broom;
Retama raetam ©-d«®, white broom; and
Sarcopoterium spinosum ©g²M«®, thorny
burnet; all are tolerant of the semi-dry
climate and low annual rainfall. The
animals that inhabit this area include
Jaculus jaculus ©ŸuÐdO«®, lesser Egyptian
jerboa; Canis lupus ©Vzc«®, wolf; Canis
aureus ©ÈË√ sÐ«®, jackal; Capra ibex ©qŽu«®,
ibex; Procavia capensis ©ÍdÐ V½—√®, hyrax;
Lacerta laevis ©WOK×Ý®, Lebanon lizard;
and Coluber jugularis ©¡«œu« WO(«®, large
whip snake.**
Going farther west, one finds a semihumid area, the Central Highland Region,
which contains a series of West Bank
mountains that extend from eastern
Jenin in the north to Hebron in the south.
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This area forms 56.7 percent of the West
Bank, with elevations of 300m to 1000m
above sea level and average rainfall
amounts of 350mm to 700mm per year.*
Accordingly, this area is famous for its
many diverse plants such as Quercus
calliprinos ©ÊU¹bM«® , oak; Ceratonia
siliqua ©»Ëd)«®, carob; Pistacia palaestina
©rD³«®, pistachio; Phlomis viscosa ©”dC«

savignyi ©wÐË—Ë_« d−A« ŸbH{®, green frog;
Chamaeleo chamaeleon recticrista
©¡UÐd(«®, chameleons; and Psammephis
schkran ©Íd−A« —uOÝ uÐ√ ÊU³FŁ®, schokari
sand racer.**
The semi-humid area in the north-west
is called the Semi-Coastal Region, which
is limited to the north-western part of the
West Bank and comprises parts of the

1. Chameleon
2. Common Reed
3. Stemless Hollyhock
4. Egyptian Vulture

wGLB« V¹UA«®; Anthemis palestina ©Ê«u×«
wMODK®, Palestinian chamomile; Thymus
capitatus ©d²Že«®, thyme, and others.

Jenin and Tulkarm governorates. This
area forms 8.4 percent of the West Bank
area with elevations of 100m to 300m
above sea level and average rainfall
amounts of 600 mm per year.* The
area is known to be a bit more humid
than the other areas and has fertile
soil. Accordingly it supports the growth
of several plants, such as Euphorbia
perelis ©»u³K(« Ë√ »ö³K(«®, purple spurge;

Among the animals that inhabit this area
are Spalax leucodon ©bKš®, mole rats;
Meles meles ©¡«d¹dG«Ø…d¹dG«®, common
badger; Microtus socialis ©Ÿ—e« …—Q®,
voles; Lepus capensis arabicus ©V½—_«
wÐdF« Íd³«® , cape hare; Martes foina
©—UM« ¨—uL«®, stone marten; Hyla arborea
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Aclea acaulis ©…dI³« 5Ž WOLDš®, stemless
hollyhock; Senecio vernalis ©wFOÐd« ÂuO³«®,
eastern groundsel; Thymelaea hirsutum
©ÊUM²*«®, spur flax; Lupinus palaestinus
©Íd³« fd²«®, wild lupin; Convolvolus
lanatus ©»ö³K«®. The animals in this area
include Sus scorfa ©Íd³« d¹eM)«®, wild
boar; Gazella gazella ©w³C« ‰«ež®, gazelle;
Hystrix indica ©rONA«ØÍbMN« hOM«®, Indian
crested porcupine; Sciurus anomalus
©»U−MÝ® , squirrel; and Hemidactylus
turcicus turcicus ©WFB¹d³«®, Mediterranean
house gecko.**
As one leaves the mountains and
goes toward the sea far to the east, the
coastal region where the Gaza Strip
is located appears. The Gaza Strip
region is known to be humid; directly
affected by the Mediterranean Sea
with a total area of 365 km2 and its
highest elevation at 100m above sea
level.* There are numerous common
plants that grow in this region, such as
Salsola soda ©ôuU«®, opposite-leaved
s http://www.answers.com/topic/russianthistle \t_parent altwort; Euphorbia
paralias ©d×³« œ«b®, sea spurge; Tamarix
nilotica ©qOM« qŁ«®, tamarisk; and Artemisia
monosperma ©—œUF«®. Animals found in
this area include Spalax leucolon ©bKš®,
mole rat; Herpestes ichneumom ©fLM«
ÍdB*«®, Egyptian mongoose; Hystrix
indica ©rONA«ØÍbMN« hOM«®, Indian crested
porcupine; and Psammomys obesus
©ŸuÐd'«®, gerbils.**
It is important to note that the
Palestinian Territory is the residence
and best resting place for a diverse
number of birds that come from all over
the world. Palestine is situated along a
major migration route that forms part of
the crossroads of the three continents,
Asia, Europe, and Africa, where habitats
from all three continents meet. Millions
of birds fly over Palestine regularly
and seasonally between non-breeding
and breeding grounds by selecting
various migration routes. The region
is inhabited all year round by birds that
breed, which are called Resident Birds,
such as the house sparrow ©Ë√ Í—Ëb«
ÍbK³«®, Palestinian sunbird ©fLA« —uHBŽ

wMODKH«®, blackbird ©—Ëd×A«®, common
bulbul ©q³K³«®, partridge ©—UMA«®, and
goldfinch ©Êu(«®. Other birds that visit

Palestine and stay only for the winter
(December to April) and then migrate
elsewhere to breed are called Winter
Birds. They include the meadow pipit
©wŽ—e«®, quail ©dH«®, black cap ©…uMK uÐ√®,
starling ©—Ë“—e«®, and black-headed gull
©”√d« œuÝ« ”—uM«®. Other birds that nest
and breed in the Palestinian Territory
during the spring and summer (March
till August) but migrate back to their

visitors overwhelmed as they gaze
across the various ecosystems and
notice the oak, pine, olive, pistachio,
acacia, fig, pomegranate, date,
chamomile, bulb-barley, desert tulip,
wild cyclamen, fennel, water lily,
and natural gardens with buttercups
orchids, sheep, goats, camels,
pigeons, Palestinian sun birds, and
turtles, etc. All form unique clusters
of animals and flowering plants that
ornament and design the natural
mosaic of Palestine.

group of birds, the Vagrant Birds, come
to the Palestinian Territory accidentally
and at irregular intervals. They include
the bean goose ©wÐË—Ë_« “Ëù«® and
whooper swan ©VšUB« l−³«®.**
Palestine, as part of the Eastern
Mediterranean region, is composed
of rich ecosystems with a large variety
of wildlife resources and rich base
of flora and fauna. Palestinian life
depends on such resources. For ages
the Palestinians have linked natural
plants and animals to their customs,

Hedgehog

wintering territories in the fall are
called Summer Birds and include the
Egyptian vulture ©W¹dB*« WLšd«®, swift
©WUL«®, turtle dove ©ÍdLI« ÂULO«®, and
roller ©o¹—“ uÐ√®. Some other birds that
pass over or stop in the Palestinian
Territory only to rest and feed then
follow their usual migrant destination
are called Migratory Birds. They
include the white stork ©Ë√ iOÐô« oKIK«
bFÝ uÐ√®, white wagtail ©iOÐ_« Ê«edJ«Ë®,
honey buzzard ©dO½UMA« »UIŽ ¨q×M« Â«uŠ®,
and sparrowhawk pas ©oýU³«®. The last
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Hispidvipir's-buglos

religious practices, culture, heritage,
folklore, and poetry. Some plants are
even considered to be holy, such as
Ibrahim’s Oak. Certain areas have
been designated as shrines because of
the holy plants that are found there.
The vegetation landscape reflects
the varied climatic and ecological
features of Palestine and leaves

Mrs. Roubina Basous/Ghattas graduated
from Birmingham University, UK, with
an MSc degree in the utilization and
conservation of plant genetic resources.
She is the head of the Biodiversity and
Food Security department at the Applied
Research Institute - Jerusalem (ARIJ).
She has extensive experience in research,
project coordination, and teaching.
Photos courtesy of ARIJ.

* ARIJ, Remote Sensing and Geographical Information system database, 2009.
** ARIJ, Flora-Fauna database, 1996-2009.
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Gaza: the Old Lentil Farm
By Louisa Waugh

In the southern Gaza Strip, tucked
somewhere in between the cities of
Rafah and Khan Yunis, is a district
known as Khirbet al-Adiss or the Lentil
Farm. This is the former site of a vast
old Gazan lentil farm which is now a
patchwork of wheat fields, olive groves,
and tomato greenhouses. Local farmers
also plant courgettes here, and corn,
and rainbows of wild flowers flourish in
between the fields where horses also
graze in the shade of the olive trees. The
sea is on one side of you and the border
with Israel on the other, like everywhere
in Gaza. But standing here amidst these
fields you can see only fertile land and
trees on all sides, giving you the brief
precious illusion of wide-open space.
I had lived in Gaza City for more than a
year before I visited Khirbet al-Adiss for
the first time, with a group of Palestinian
friends. It was mid-March, less than two
months after the end of the devastating
Israeli offensive that changed the life of
every person inside the Strip. We went
to the lentil farm to have a brief change
of scene, a breath of fresh air, and a
barbecue. We wanted to relax and sing
and momentarily forget about the grief
that had saturated life inside Gaza. In
just 45 minutes we travelled from Gaza
City to the countryside and from one
vivid experience of this besieged strip
of land to another.
While the men were spicing the meat,
I went walking with Stephanie, and we
were quietly astounded by the peace
and loveliness of this area. It was the
only place either of us had seen that
did not appear to have been scarred by
the war. The buildings were all intact,
there were no burnt-out vehicles or tank
tracks gouged across the fields, and
the atmosphere wasn’t weighed down
with fear or grief. Khirbet al-Adiss felt
fresh and light and strangely at peace.
When we returned to our friends, the
meat was sizzling and juicy, and they

Gaza Beach, August 2008

were lounging in the sun laughing and
strumming the guitars. “Hey, where have
you been?” one of them called to us.
“We’re having a great time here – this
is like being on holiday!”
Whenever activists, delegates, and
journalists visit Gaza for the first time,
they’re often struck by the physical
beauty of the Strip; by the blossoms
and palm trees that adorn Gaza, by the
sunlight playing on the Mediterranean,
the long beaches of pale sand and the
colourful cafes that flourish along the
beaches throughout the long hot bright
summer. They also love the fresh, spicy
food. The idea of coming to Gaza for a
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There are places to visit across the
Strip, starting in the old eastern quarter
of Gaza City with its thousand-year-old
Turkish bath house, the glittering gold
market, the ancient coffee houses,
and the rambling souks. Afterwards
you can take a taxi to the northern
coast and swim at the Naurez open-air
pool, or unravel Gaza’s rich and epic
history in the new Al-Mathaf museum
which the owner, Jawdat al-Khoudary,
describes as a “recreation and culture
house.” Perched right over the sea and
featuring a hand-built water garden, AlMathaf also gives the precious illusion
of peaceful space.

holiday seems ridiculous, even obscene,
in the aftermath of the Israeli offensive.
It is also practically impossible because
of the crippling restrictions that Israel
continues to impose on all movement
and access to and from Gaza. But
many Gazans will agree that under
better circumstances (much better
circumstances) their homeland would be
a splendid holiday destination.
Gaza already has a cluster of decent
hotels that offer ravishing sea views –
like the Beach Hotel, the Commodore,
and the Mirage – and if they had regular
clients then maybe they could finally
afford to fill up the swimming pools.
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have heard about the ongoing siege,
the Israeli violence, the chronic poverty,
the child malnutrition, and the violent
internal political conflicts. It is no wonder
so many of them think that Gaza is hell
on earth. But Gaza is ultimately more
than the sum of its vast problems and
the international manipulations and
indifferences that encourage these
problems to fester; the people here live
on their sheer resilience.
Gazans are the most outrageously
generous and welcoming people I’ve

The Haifa restaurant is just three
kilometres south of Gaza City along
the dramatic coast road. Until it was
shelled by the Israeli navy during the
offensive, this seafront restaurant
served the tastiest food in Gaza and
the best pizza anywhere in the Middle
East (in my opinion!). The owner is
doggedly repairing his restaurant and will
meanwhile happily set up a table for you
down on the beach, where you can relax
all day and then savour the sun setting
slowly over the Mediterranean.

Gaza Beach, August 2008

The farther south you venture, the
more pristine the beaches become; the
Israeli settlers claimed the beaches at alMawasi because they are so gorgeous,
but now that they have gone you can
paddle and swim in the clear warm
green waves. And if you eventually want
a change of scene, drive inland and visit
one of the al-Mawasi guava farms, such
as the tranquil farm owned by Sa’id alAgha, and buy fresh succulent guavas,
plus seasonal dates, figs, apricots, or
oranges. From there it is just a short
journey to Khirbet al-Adiss.
People around the world know about
the occupation of Palestine, and
especially the tragedies of Gaza; they

ever met in my life. Most of them love
foreigners and desperately want more
people to visit them in situ. It takes a
huge leap of faith to imagine a Gaza
where tourists are crowding café tables
and haggling for Arabic trinkets. But in
my experience most Gazans do not
want to be seen only as victims of siege,
occupation, and bloody political violence,
but as people who live in a place that has
the potential, however fragile, to be a
beautiful, safe destination to visit.
Louisa Waugh lived in Gaza City from
December 2007 to April 2009. She is now
writing a book about Gaza. You can contact
her at louisabwaugh@hotmail.com.
Article photos by Louisa Waugh.
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Eating around Palestine
By Rania Filfil

Welcome to Palestine, a lovely and hospitable land. This is the Holy Land where you
can see how religions have evolved and visit the places where prophets were born,
lived, and died. And this is also a place where you can enjoy delicious food.
You will start your gastronomic trip in Nablus, Neo-polis. Here, you will eat like in no
other place, as in this northern city of the West Bank people enjoy cooking, visiting
each other, and eating. They have a special taste. In the morning, we will serve you
some araies: bread stuffed with meat. Your host will bring the pita bread, open it up,
fill it with fine crushed beef seasoned with finely-sliced onions, salt, pimento, cumin,
sumaq and other fine spices; the bread will be grilled slowly until it mixes with the
meat. With this sandwich, you will also receive an assortment of pickled olives and
cucumbers. And you will enjoy some salads to match your taste.
Breakfast done, you’ll get some mint tea and start thinking about what’s for lunch. This
is how it is done in Nablus. And it is here where you will eat a very special Palestinian
dish: musakhan. It is a delicious meal with taboun bread (the traditional whole wheat
Palestinian bread, baked with love in a special stone oven fed with wood). Your host will
serve you the bread topped with onions seasoned with olive oil and sumaq, together
with chicken cooked with the same seasoning. You will use your hands to cut off a piece
of bread and fill it with a piece of chicken and maybe dip it in some tomato, zucchini,
or aubergine dip, or even just plain yoghurt.
Aubergine Dip
Two medium-sized aubergines
Mutabbal (aubergine-based dip)
Tahini (sesame butter)
Lemon and salt
Garlic (optional), hot green pepper (optional)
Pomegranate sauce or vinegar or, if
available, fresh pomegranate
Make small cuts all over the aubergines
and place them in a hot oven to
broil.
Crush the garlic and pepper very
smoothly; add salt and lemon.
Add tahini to prepare the sauce but
do not make it thick.
If you are using the pomegranate
sauce or vinegar, add it now to season
the sauce.
Once the aubergines are fully broiled and turn
soft, take them out of the oven.
With a knife and fork, peel the aubergines and cut them
into fine pieces.
Crush like a paste and add to the sauce. Mix until you get a thick dip.
Decorate with fresh pomegranate and parsley.
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paste. Another layer of kanafa on top and
it is turned upside down onto a bigger oven
pan to toast again. A syrup s prepared
by boiling two portions of sugar with one
portion of water and then adding maa zahr
and two drops of lemon. The syrup must
be cold enough to pour onto the hot kanafa
coming out of the oven so that it can be
entirely absorbed. Here, you eat directly
from the sudur, a special pan that can
accommodate as much as six kilograms
of kanafa. Just eat from the part that is
closest to you and move ahead until you
touch the part designated for the friends
sharing the sudur with you. Don’t forget to
enjoy the qahwa sadah (sugar-free coffee)
afterwards.
The enjoyment does not end here for
Nablus has many other dishes. But we
need to move on to the areas around
Jerusalem and Ramallah. For breakfast,
you can enjoy the taboun manaqesh: pizzalike taboun bread with za’atar (thyme)
and olive oil or with Nabulsi cheese or a
combination of both, usually served with
fresh vegetables, pickled olives, and mint
or sage tea.
In the afternoon, we will have you cook
your own maqloubeh. Chop the aubergine
and cauliflower, salt it, and then fry. Boil
your meat or chicken in all the spices you
like, with onions too. Once the meat is
cooked through, add your fried vegetables
with some freshly sliced red tomatoes and
some turmeric or curcuma to give colour.
Let it boil for a few minutes while you wash
your small-sized rice with love and passion
under running water. Add the rice to the
meat and vegetables and lower the heat to
let your rice cook slowly. When the rice is
done, wait for two minutes and then get a
tray that is wide enough to allow you to turn
your maqloubeh upside down. You will now
have a cake-shaped dish. Decorate with
roasted pine nuts and serve with salad and
yoghurt. While serving, you should make
sure that each person has a portion of rice,
aubergine, cauliflower, and meat or chicken.
If you are cooking it with chicken, you should
take the chicken out of the pot; grill or fry it to
give it a nice blondish or reddish colour and
place it neatly on top of your maqloubeh.

Zucchini Dip
Same as aubergine.
Substitute the aubergine with zucchini
and the tahini with plain yogurt.
Do not use any pomegranate sauce or
vinegar.
And if you stay for another day, you will
no doubt be offered akoub, an artichokelike plant with spines that need to be
totally removed before cooking with lamb
chops seasoned with onion, cardamom,
cinnamon, and lumi (Persian dried lemons).
It will be served with rice or bread. And you
may get it plain or with cooked yoghurt
(yoghurt will be blended with an egg, garlic,
and some corn-flour and added to the
boiling meat and akoub to refine the taste).
Be careful, ladies. If you are getting married
in Nablus, your mother-in-law will test your
ability to clean the akoub of its spines. This
is a fastidious job that requires special skills
and techniques.
Once you finish your meal, the Nabulsis
will tell you: “No matter what you eat,
there will always be a place for dessert!”
and they will keep their word. You will be
entitled to your kanafa, a special pastry
stuffed with sweet cheese and
covered with sugar syrup. The
pastry is gently mixed with
butter or shortening and
spread on an oven
pan. It is toasted until
it becomes a lovely
blond colour while
a tempting smell
invades the place;
a special cheese is
put on top; do not try
to replace it with any
other cheese. This
is the Nabulsi dessert
cheese (originally goat
cheese patiently soaked in
water that must be changed a
number of times during a 24-hour period
until it loses all of its salt and becomes soft
like cream). The cheese is then carefully
mixed with maa zahr (orange blossom
water), to remind you of the citrus fields,
and spread generously on the kanafa
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Maqloubeh (literally meaning upside-down)

One type of maqloubeh is auzi, in which you substitute the aubergine
and cauliflower with carrots and peas.
Chop onions and some garlic and fry them in a deep pot; add
crushed meat and season with cardamom, cumin, sumaq, pimento,
and powdered ginger with some dried chilli pepper. Chop carrots
in a half-moon shape and add to the meat; once the carrots have
softened, add the peas and some water and cook on medium
fire.
Take half of your mix out of the pot for decoration; add the
thoroughly washed rice to the other half and then add enough
water to cook the rice. Salt at this stage and you can use
turmeric or curcuma to colour the rice. For this recipe, you
can use basmati rice, but make sure you use the right quantity
of water.
Serve on a plate and decorate it with the remaining vegetable
and meat mix and roasted almonds. You can also fry some chicken
and put it on top.
Serve with salad or yoghurt.
In the evening, we will serve you an assortment of desserts:
hareeseh, layalil lubnan, and hilbeh. These are semolina-based
desserts with sugar syrup; some with coconut, some with milk, and
some with special seeds.
The next day, you drive south to Hebron in the early morning
hours. You get some ripe grapes, very tasty and sweet. You walk
around the city and dream of your lunch: a mansaf khalili. This
special dish with lamb, jamid (a dried form of yoghurt only found
in Hebron), and rice will be your treat. The meat will have to
be from the best chops of the lamb. It will be boiled with the
seven spices and brought to cook. You will need to crush your
jamid before you put it in the juice of the meat to obtain a thick,
creamy texture. You prepare rice with some of the meat stock
and with the rest you will marinate some taboun bread, neatly
cut, toasted, and placed on the serving dish. If you like garlic,
you can crush some and mix it with the bread before you marinate
it. Then you add some of your jamid soup and put the rice on top,
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in a blender and add the water and
sugar mix; add a few drops of orange
blossom water. Drink slowly. And for
dessert, Gaza is known for its Gazan
kanafa, using the same Nabulsi paste
but mixing it with chopped nuts instead
of the cheese. This dessert is a proof
of the long-lasting relationship between
the two cities and we hope it will be
re-established one day, with the end of
the political separation between them
and with peace in Palestine finally
achieved.
To end your trip, we hope that you
can go back north to Jerusalem and
walk through this one-of-a-kind holy
city and enjoy every single stone. Sit
wherever you like and treat yourself to
a basket of fruits: guava from Qalqilia,
oranges from Gaza, grapes from Hebron,
bananas from Jericho, raspberries from
Bethlehem, and apricots from Beit
Sahour and Beit Jala. Do not forget to
conclude your trip with prayers for peace
and serenity in the Holy Land.

which you shall decorate with roasted
almonds and pine nuts. Put the lamb
chops on top and enjoy.
And since you are in the land of grapes,
your dessert will be a grape semolinabased khabeesah: a very special treat
from Hebron. It will make you feel as
fresh as a spring breeze and help you
get through the heat of the summer.
Usually, the border would stop us
there, but we will take you farther south
to Gaza where you can sit by the seaside
and enjoy your sayadeyah: fish, usually
mullet, fried with cumin and sumaq while
the heads are boiled in seasoned water
to make a hot soup that you will use to
cook the rice in, together with the fish.
Before you boil your rice, you will need
to fry finely sliced onion in some of
your fish oil until it becomes a brownish
colour. You will need a big quantity. In
your cooking pot (preferably a pottery or
porcelain pot to be placed in the oven),
you will chop some very nice fresh red
tomatoes, add the fried onions, the fish,
and rice in layers; cover with the fish
stock from the boiled heads, and place
in a medium-hot oven to cook slowly.
Serve with a spicy tomato sauce and a
fresh vegetable salad.
Spicy Tomato Sauce
Peel and finely chop 6 to 10 large, very
red tomatoes.
Crush 5 to 6 garlic cloves with green
pepper and salt and some dried mint.
Pour some olive oil into a deep frying
pan and heat the oil.
Add the garlic until it starts to produce
its tempting scent.
Add the tomatoes and about 100 ml
of water with one tablespoon of tomato
paste.
Cook on a low fire until it is fully
blended; chop some fresh mint leaves
and add to the sauce.
Since it is very hot in Gaza, we will
also treat you to some guava lemonade.
Put about 1.5 litres of water with four
tablespoons of sugar into a jar; mix the
juice from some lemons with guava

Rania Filfil is a Palestinian who enjoys
cooking and appreciates this special
Palestinian cuisine.

spicy tomato sauce
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Be a Witness to Our Heritage
By Laura Sayej

Our vision is that Birzeit become a centre
for rural tourism programmes, activities,
and paths. For this to happen, we need
to advance three basic elements: the
distinction of tourism as an economic
driver for Birzeit; the available and
potential resources in the area; and
current and future capacities. It is our
belief that this approach will generate
income for Birzeit and its surrounding
areas, create tour programmes and paths
that revive our history, reveal the beauty of
our landscape, and increase awareness
of the value of our architectural heritage,
culture, and rural traditions.
Such development will not only create
demand for a variety of products and
services, thus stimulating small and
medium-size local entrepreneurial
activities, it will also enable networking
with other sectors and organisations
to ensure the parallel progress and
social maturity required to maintain the
necessary balance for the anticipated
development.
The path of a thousand miles starts with
a few small steps, and we in Birzeit are
determined to follow our dreams, to revive
our heritage, and to sustain our existence
in our country – Palestine. This is the way
my town is participating in the national
festivities for Jerusalem: Capital of Arab
Culture 2009. All are welcome … Be our
guests … Bring your family and friends …
Reconnect with Birzeit heritage and share
our joys during the Third Birzeit Heritage
Week (15 – 18 July). Local artisans will
display their wares. Other attractions
include a food corner, several art galleries,
a number of antiquity and heritage
exhibits, various international participants,
children’s programmes, theatre and
games, a cinema club, and numerous
music and dance programmes.

‘Al’a Dal’ona…A’la Dalo’na… I murmured
these words as I returned with my family
from an evening wedding party for one
of our relatives in the historic centre
of Birzeit. As we got farther away from
the groom’s house the sounds of the
zaghareed, the dal’ona, and the dabkeh
dances were still audible under a typical
Birzeit summer night sky. The dancing in
its narrow alleys and the music wobbling
on the walls of its old houses seemed to be
trying to shake it, to revive it: “Remember
the beautiful old days, you empty houses.
Reveal your history and heritage to those
looking at your stones.… Tell them about
Birzeit and its beauty; tell them about its
olives, its oil, and its wells; tell them about
its springs and trees; tell them that they are
welcome to stay as your guests….”
That was 15 years ago. But today these
voices return again accompanied by the
laughs of children and the excitement
of memories and songs brought by the
Birzeit Heritage Week, when we volunteer
with the Rozana Association that hosts the
event. Today the story is being retold as
the whispers of visitors resonate among
the alleys and the connecting streets of
the old town and fade away as they land
in the safety of the lemon tree in “hoash
dar Nasser” so that the new generations
can collect the heritage of its branches
and rejoice in the theme of the Third
Birzeit Heritage Week: My Country …
My Heritage.
This theme is our national commitment
and a declaration to the world that
Palestine is our homeland and the root
of our inherited heritage. With this spirit,
the Third Birzeit Heritage Week is to take
place in cooperation and partnership with
a number of Birzeit and other Palestinian
organisations that are committed to the
development of the old town’s fabric – its
houses, attics, courtyards, and alleys –
as an integral part of the rural tourism
initiative that is currently being conceived
in and around Birzeit.

Laura Sayej is a member of the Rozana
Association Media Committee for the
Third Birzeit Heritage Week.
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Spend Your Holiday Serving Palestine
By Rana Salman

School is over and the summer holiday is
finally here. If you are wondering where to
spend your holiday, there is one destination
that has its own distinct charm, culture,
tradition, language, and cuisine; it is Palestine.
Palestine is a prime holiday destination for
tourists from all over the world. Many who
want to visit Palestine want more than just
an experience; they have a strong desire to
serve the Palestinian community and to help

ease the many struggles it faces. Serving
as a volunteer is a very fulfilling activity and
one that also builds bridges of friendship
and trust.
One of the programmes that offer such
an opportunity to internationals is Palestine
Summer Encounter (PSE). This one- to
three-month volunteer and Arabic-languageimmersion programme is based in the town
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of Bethlehem. It is a comprehensive
cross-cultural programme that
integrates socio-political education,
cultural learning, and volunteer
service. PSE exists to create dialogue
between Palestinians and members
of the global community. The
programme is designed to develop
relationships, break stereotypes,
foster philanthropic efforts, and forge
strategic partnerships to strengthen
local communities.
“If you come to Palestine and
open your ears to the stories of her
people, there is no way to leave
this place without being changed.
I challenge anyone who has ever
thought about pursuing peace, love
and charity to come hear the stories
that will make your soul cry out and
give your spirit more resolve.” (Kelly
Nau, PSE 2004)
PSE participants live with host
families, study Arabic at a local
college, and volunteer at Palestinian
schools, churches, hospitals, or
humanitarian organisations. They
also have the opportunity to learn
Palestinian traditional dance
(dabkeh) and cuisine.
What makes your holiday
worthwhile is when you choose to
spend your free time serving others
who are less fortunate than yourself.
It is not an obligation. Such a holiday
will make you optimistic and joyful.
You will reap rich rewards because
of your choice to work for the benefit
of a community. Working side by
side with local people on projects –
whether small or large – will make
a big difference. You will not only be
immersed in a new culture and meet
fascinating people from all over the
world, but you will also be enriched
and rewarded with all that such an
experience can bring.

In addition to PSE, there is another
annual opportunity to serve the
Palestinian community and build lasting
friendships. The House-Rebuilding
Summer Camp aims to rebuild homes
that have been demolished by the Israeli
military in a Palestinian area; this is
one of the most important issues faced
by Palestinians who live under Israeli
occupation. At a time when people
are building skyscrapers, families in
Palestine are being deprived of their right
to basic shelter. Since the building of the
Separation Wall in 2002, approximately
5,679 Palestinian homes have been
destroyed by Israeli military forces under
the pretext of “security.” The camp offers
hope for those who have lost so much.
Volunteers from around the world come
for two weeks during the summer to help
with the reconstruction of a demolished
house in the Bethlehem District.
“This was an especially positive
experience for me, despite the hard
work and hot sun. I was seeing a tangible
example of making a difference, and this

visible offering of hope likewise gave
me hope. The family was so happy, so
gracious, and it seemed that they never
stopped smiling.” (Jillian Holzbauer,
2007)
Are you still wondering what you should
do for your holiday this year? Come to
Palestine to serve the community.
Rana Salman is a program coordinator
for Holy Land Trust and can be reached
at rana@holylandtrust.org.
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Palestine and Trentino
By Erica Mondini

We are just returning from a week
in Palestine. “We” refers to “Peace for
Jerusalem, Trentino and Palestine,” an
association in Northern Italy. We were
there for the opening ceremony of the
Youth Community Center, built within the
Peace Park in Beit Jala (Bethlehem) and
financed by the Autonomous Province
of Trento (Italy). The centre was built
for the youth and children of Beit Jala
City, regardless of gender, ethnic group,
religion, political affiliation, or social
class.

two communities, Trentino and Beit Jala.
As “conscious tourists” they wanted to
experience a different way of visiting
the Holy Land.
The creation of the centre has been
an important experience for everybody,
namely, Pace per Gerusalemme, which
provided competent administration for
the project, and all those who were
part of our trip and who met with local
associations that deal with children
and young people in Beit Jala and

On 26 May the centre was opened
by the mayor of Beit Jala, Mr. Raji
Zeidan; the president of the Autonomous
Province of Trento, Mr. Lorenzo Dellai;
the councillor for International Solidarity,
Mrs. Lia Giovanazzi Beltrami; and
other local authorities. Renato Penner,
the president of our association, was
overjoyed: “On this day,” he said, “we
realise a dream that has been coveted
for ten long years.”
The group from Trento was large:
sixteen people, including members
of “Pace per Gerusalemme” and
representatives of other voluntary
service associations. All were interested
in developing cooperation between the

Bethlehem.
But the tourism part of the journey was
equally fascinating.
Alternative tourism may be risky or
inconvenient. But our fellow travellers
were conscious of that and came with
very strong motivation. The aim of the
trip was indeed to gain a more direct
experience of Palestine, an example for
future travellers. We chose alternative
modes of touring in order to help sustain
the Palestinian tourism infrastructure
(hotels, restaurants, transportation) as
well as to gain a deeper knowledge
and understanding of significant sites
(religious, historical, natural) and
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of the most problematic aspects of
life for Palestinians: refugee camps,
checkpoints, the Separation Wall, etc.
Not everything went smoothly. We
had to face some difficulties: What are
the real costs of goods and services?
Where can we withdraw money? Why
doesn’t the hotel have a city map? Why
does our driver seem to be in control of
our meals and their cost?
We asked our friends in Beit Jala for
some guidance and recommendations
because we plan to return and bring with
us other visitors who are interested in
alternative tourism in Palestine.
We must admit that all our difficulties
were overcome by our fascination with
the land of Palestine, the variety of
landscapes, the countryside and the
cities, the scents and the colours of the
souks in Jerusalem and Akka, the shops
of Hebron, the mystical atmosphere of
St. George and Mar Saba monasteries,
the stark beauty of the desert, and, of
course, the hospitality of the Palestinian
people.
It has been a pleasure to get to know
so many persons who work with young
people in theatre, the cultural arena,
and sports and to participate in some
moments of daily life in Beit Jala, such
as the distribution of diplomas at Hope
School, the Arabic dance performed
by the Orthodox scout troop, the visit
to the Women’s Child Care Society as
well as many other meetings, even the
spontaneous and simple.
We admired the energy of the young
generations and the liveliness of
Palestinian culture, notwithstanding
the increasing gravity of the social and
economic situation, the construction of
the Wall, which devours and divides
fertile territories and suffocates cities
and villages in a vice that gets tighter and
tighter, preventing freedom of movement
and the basic rights to work and live.
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the needs of both peoples.
We will return in autumn! Peace
for Jerusalem will return to Palestine
and Beit Jala in order to continue
its dialogue with the associations;
to discuss with the municipality the
opening of the Youth Civic Center,
which has yet to be completed; to
follow up on the construction of the new
theatre, as promised by the president
of the Province of Trento, Lorenzo
Dellai; and to increase the number of
people who will experience a different
kind of journey, nearer to the truth of
Palestinians’ lives.

As we were leaving, a Palestinian friend
said: “When you come to visit us, we feel
less alone.”
We are aware that sharing with others
about our experiences in Palestine is
extremely important, and that is what
we are now doing here in Trentino and
throughout Italy. Equally important is
maintaining our friendship with people
who have been waiting for more than 60
years for the recognition of their right to
an independent state.
As the journalist Luigi Sandri said,
we think that “Jewish Israelis and
Palestinians do not need one more friend
whose friendship implies hostility to the
other; but, rather, they need the critical
solidarity of everyone who is able to
have an open heart that is willing to love
two peoples, the Jewish people living in
Israel and the Palestinian people living in
Israel and in the Palestinian autonomous
territories as well as in those areas still
under Israeli military occupation.” Peace
will be reached only through addressing

Erica Mondini is the vice president
of Associazione onlus Pace per
Gerusalemme - Il Trentino e la
Palestina. She can be reached at
free10036@dnet.it.
Article translated by Federica Fortunato
and Giulia Schirò.
Article photos by Renato Penner.
44

Tourism and the Bedouins
of the West Bank
By Arturo Avendaño and Leon Kenworthy

In the West Bank, there are several opportunities for
visitors to encounter the Bedouins and their unique,
traditional way of life. For years, Issa Ibrahim Salem Abu
Dahouk, a Bedouin livestock herder of the Jahalin tribe,
has tethered his camel each day along the road to Jericho
from Jerusalem near the “Sea Level” sign. Travellers are
welcome to stop and ride the camel or photograph it. Sheikh
Musa Muhammad Abu Dahouk, leader of the Bedouin
tribes in the Jericho district, and his brother Yusef Abu
Dahouk once brought their camels to the national park at
Qumran near the Dead Sea for visitors to ride, but they
have since been forbidden from entering the park by the
Israeli authorities. Now, Sheikh Musa offers camel rides
to tourists in the desert from his home in Jericho. He also
runs a Bedouin tent offering traditional Bedouin hospitality
for foreigners, featuring customary Bedouin food and pan
flute music.
It must be noted, however, that these tourist activities are
not the traditional livelihood of Bedouins, and represent a
coping mechanism followed out of desperation due to the
scarcity of water and animal fodder. Sheep and goat herding
is the traditional economic preserve of the Bedouins; they
have historically supplied the Palestinian market with meat
and dairy products. Lack of available land for grazing due
to drought and the difficulty of access to land caused by
mobility and access restrictions in the West Bank has
forced many Bedouins to rely on purchasing fodder for
their animals. Now, the price of fodder has gone up and
some Bedouins have had to sell most of their flocks or even
abandon herding altogether.

Comitato Internazionale per lo
Sviluppo dei Popoli (CISP), an Italian
nongovernmental organisation, has
worked with the European Commission’s
Humanitarian Aid department on an
emergency project to assist 1,645
Bedouin families in the Jerusalem
District to maintain the size of their
flocks. With the cooperation of the
European Commission, CISP was able
to distribute nearly two thousand tons
of barley, corn, and wheat bran to these
families. Because of projects such as this,
the Bedouins will have a greater chance

to continue to practice their traditional
livelihoods for centuries to come.
In order to carry out this project, CISP
worked with Bedouin tribal leaders such
as Muhammad Eid Jahalin Al-Hirsh and
Muhammad Sarai’a Jahalin Hamadin,
partners with whom CISP has built a
relationship of trust over the course of
twelve years working with the Bedouins
of the West Bank. Thus, both CISP and
the European Commission are able to
ensure that needed support is given
rapidly and in a manner which respects
the sensibilities and traditions of the
Bedouins.
Tourism as a means of livelihood has
provided a source of income for some
Bedouins and permits them to maintain
their traditions. Without this alternative to
sheep and goat herding, their reliance on
the support of the international community
would be even greater. It remains
necessary for experts to find long-term
sustainable solutions to the difficulties
that Bedouins have in maintaining their
traditions while earning a living.
Arturo Avendaño is a researcher on
Bedouin issues. Leon Kenworthy is
a researcher in Middle Eastern
studies. They may be reached at
cisp@cisp-palestine.org.
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hospitality! He collects wood for a fire
and prepares food for the hikers while
they rest. It is impossible for Habib to rest
before he makes sure that everyone has
been cared for. Afterwards, he takes the
last sip of tea and continues to lead the
hikers. Even on the trail he is attentive to
everyone’s needs. If someone is unable
to keep up with the pace of the hike,
Habib asks everyone to go a bit slower.
The Nativity Trail and the Abraham
Path Initiative (Massar Ibriahim ElKhalil) would be very different without
the expertise and care that Habib brings
with him. He is a trusted friend who has
facilitated our work and our relationships
with people in many of the villages along
the trails.
Habib works hard to build trust between
villagers in Duma and the surrounding
villages and people who walk the Nativity
Trail and the Abraham Path, people from
all over the world. With his modest English
skills he manages to hold conversations
with people from various countries. Habib
is proud of his Palestinian heritage and
always tries to find ways to introduce
people to its richness. His home is like
a museum where stones that he has
collected from various places in Palestine
as well as his own creative artwork are
on display. One of his artistic talents –
creating intricate designs with henna
to be drawn on people’s hands – has
won him a place of honour at numerous
weddings.
Habib Dawabshe, friend, father, hiker,
and beekeeper. His humility, simplicity,
competence, and creativity combine to
make him a unique human being and a
model for all Palestinians.

Habib Dawabshe
The beginning of my research for the
Nativity Trail took me to the village of
Duma in 1999. Everyone I met there
told me that Habib is the person I should
talk with. Habib Dawabshe, the father
of seven daughters, spends most of
his time exploring the wilderness of
Palestine. Habib collects wild honey
from beehives during the summer and
leads hiking expeditions for groups and
individuals during autumn and spring.
Habib is an expert on the Palestinian
world of nature – Palestine’s wilderness
as well as its flora and fauna. He knows
the names of all the animals and plants
– as though they were all his friends.
He also knows the medicinal use of the
plants and herbs, which comes in handy
when someone in the hiking group gets
sick. Whenever Habib leads a group, he
always brings along his kettle and some
tea. He is also an expert in Palestinian

Correction: The photo published in the Personality
of the Month section of the June 2009 issue was,
unfortunately, not of Amir Da’na. The photo to the left
is the correct one. The photo that was inadvertently
published was of another member of the Da’na family
who has a newsstand similar to that of Amir Da’na. Our
apologies and respect go to both gentlemen.
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a healthy balanced diet. It begins
with salads and soups, moves on to
vegetable and rice dishes, then on to
mahashi, the stuffed vegetables that
Palestinians love so much. As the
author notes, “mahashi dishes are
associated with Sundays and holidays
because they can be prepared the day
before.” Their preparation is elaborate
and time consuming, but this is a minor
consideration in large families where
many women can help. The chapters
that follow present meat and poultry
dishes, then breads and desserts.
Although the desserts section is quite
extensive, it is a shame that it does
not include hilbeh, a semolina-based
sweet flavoured with fenugreek, which
is prepared extensively during Lent, as
it is made with olive oil and not butter,
a forbidden ingredient during that time
of the year.
The photos in the book are too few
and far between. More photos would
have definitely made the book more
mouth-watering.
Christiane Dabdoub Nasser was
born in Bethlehem. From 2001 to 2008
she worked at the Centre for Cultural
Heritage Preservation in Bethlehem,
first as head of international relations
and then as director. She is currently
a consultant for Euromed Heritage IV
projects in Brussels.

By Christiane Dabdoub Nasser

Saqi Books, London, 2008, 272 pages,
$21.95
Following the success of Christiane
Dabdoub Nasser’s first edition of
the book entitled Classic Palestinian
Cookery, published in 2001, she has
followed it up with this new edition,
which is a collection of over 100 mouthwatering dishes, such as fattet djaj,
hashweh and m’tabbaq, dishes that are
characteristic of the eastern regions of
the Mediterranean and their culinary
cultures.
This is a contemporary cuisine mindful
of the need for healthier and less
time-consuming recipes. The culinary
experience is enriched by Dabdoub
Nasser’s delightful tips and anecdotes,
from coring marrows and buying the
perfect cabbage for stuffing to bartering
with chickens, as well as extracts and
quotations that bring the various areas
of Palestine to life.
This book is an introduction to
traditional dishes adapted to the tastes
of a wide public avid for new culinary
experiences and keen on maintaining
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despite the simplicity of the symbols he
uses in his shiny bronze characterised
sculptures.
Rayyan has his own philosophy for
analysing his creations, “I cannot avoid
our lived reality, the details of human pain
and suffering. Through my sculpture and
painting I communicate both real stories
and fantasies, and I express my connection
to parenthood, land, life, thirsty creatures,
trees, women, and motherhood.”
Rayyan seems to be largely influenced
by two worlds of art: the realist and
the abstract. In both worlds he relies
on his feelings and emotions, which
brought him to the realisation of beauty in
tangible objects, and the ability to create
beauty from the familiar. From Rayyan’s
perspective the true artist is the one
who sustains his humanity and uses the
mundane – pencils, oil colours, copper,
wood, etc. – to express the sublime, in
particular, the depths of human emotion.
Rayyan believes in the importance of
studying art: “Although learning does not
make an artist, it narrows the gap between
art and its creator through offering ideas
and widening the artist’s imagination and
capabilities.”
Rayyan is one of the first artists to
receive professional training at Beit AlKarma in Haifa in 1964 and later in 1967.
He graduated from Bezalel Academy of
Arts and Design in Jerusalem, where he
lectured in the Department of Sculpture for
three years. He has been the art instructor
and teacher of many renowned artists
across different generations.

Khalil Rayyan
Absorbed in the search for beauty…
driven by emotions and impressions…
revealing optimism and hope… this is
Khalil Rayyan, a veteran artist who has
been spared pretentious grandeur and
narcissism. His work is always a reflection
on simple themes, content, and lineament,
and he shows passionate sensitivity
and awareness of the reality faced by
Palestinian artists living inside Israel.
Rayyan was born in 1946 in Addamoun,
a village that was destroyed by the Israelis;
during 1948 he had to flee with his family
to the nearby village of Tamra. Being a
displaced Palestinian, Rayyan has worked
throughout his entire career on forming
and shaping his own vision of the cultural
and social identity of the Palestinians of
1948 – a vision which is plagued with
political, social, and cultural challenges,

Courtesy of Palestinian Art Court - al
Hoash.
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CD and DVD of the Month

Al-Fawanees
It was not till several years later that the
project was reinitiated by Khoury as
a project of the Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music. The cast is made
up of 60 boys and girls between the ages
of 9 and 15 who were chosen by audition
out of approximately 500 candidates from
the schools of Jerusalem, Ramallah,
and Bethlehem. The cast went through
seven training camps, with a total of more
than 350 hours of training in singing,
acting, and dancing. Many Palestinian
artists were involved in these training
sessions.
Eight live performances of the musical
were held in August 2004 with the
participation of The Young Sound Forum
of Central Europe Orchestra together with
several Palestinian musicians.
Al-Fawanees was funded by the
European Union, NORAD, SIDA,
DIAKONIA, the French Consulate,
the Goethe-Institut and the National
Beverage Company.
Al-Fawanees CD and DVD are
available at the Jerusalem, Ramallah,
and Bethlehem branches of the Edward
Said National Conservatory of Music.

The Edward Said National Conservatory
of Music has recently released the CD
and DVD of the musical Al-Fawanees,
with English subtitles. Based on Ghassan
Kanafani’s book, Al-Qandeel Al-Saghir,
Suhail Khoury’s musical Al-Fawanees is
the first-ever musical of such magnitude
to debut in Palestine. Kanafani, whose
vision and writings inspired thousands to
dream and create, wrote and illustrated
this children’s novel for his niece Lamees,
on her birthday.
The idea to turn the book into a musical
play came about more than fifteen years
ago, when Serene Huleileh, at that time
a choreographer with El-Funoun Dance
Troupe, suggested the idea to Wasim
Kurdi. Given the book’s status as the
first children’s novel by the legendary
Kanafani, the idea was immediately
adopted. A short time later, Kurdi, a
poet and writer residing in Ramallah,
came back with the lyrics and script for
the musical. Suhail Khoury, a leading
Palestinian composer, was very much
inspired by his friend’s work and decided
to make it a musical. For various reasons,
the work on the musical was interrupted.
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Website Review

http://www.jerichoresorts.com

Rooms & Rates shows the various options
and their cost (2005 published rates);
Recreation lists available facilities; Food and
Beverage mentions the eating and drinking
venues and their offerings; Contact Us is
another link to the same page mentioned
earlier; Reservations is a web form to request
a reservation but is not fully automated; and
Virtual Tour has two menus: a slide show
of images from around the resort and its
facilities, and a link to download a special
resort screen saver.
The Arabic version is very similar in
interface and content. There is an immediate
switch (at the page level) between the two
languages.
Overall the website has a simple interface
– except for the tiny font size in the bottom
menu – with valuable information. An updated
version of the site could include a location
map with directions, updated rates, and
check in/out times with full online reservation
capabilities as well as information on the local
environment and events or activities. A few
typos can be spotted easily in both languages
and are expected to be fixed.

Review date: 19 June 2009
Jericho Resort Village is a recreation
complex located in the northern part of
Jericho. Its website, available in both English
and Arabic, functions as a marketing tool for
the resort.
The site interface is very simple, and it is
easy to spot the three horizontal zones on the
homepage. At the top left there is a brief menu
with three links: Home (link to main page),
Contact Us (mailing address, phone, fax,
e-mail and a webmail form), and a language
switch. The resort logo occupies the top-right
corner, and this completes the first zone,
which remains fixed on all pages.
The main area is divided into two columns
with some text on the left side and an image
on the right. The home page contains some
scrolling announcements and a resort view
that shows the three main facilities – the hotel,
the swimming pool, and the chalets. The last
part, above the copyright and designer’s
tagline, has a vertically aligned menu of
seven elements. The menu is hard to read
on high-resolution screens. Its colour and
vertical alignment are not helpful either. A few
combinations of CTRL and + keys revealed
the following:
About the Resort provides information
about the location and its surroundings;

Abed A. Khooli, IT/KM specialist
M r. K h o o l i c a n b e r e a c h e d a t
akhooli@arabic2000.com.
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Note: Please make sure to contact the venue to check whether the programme is still running.
Wednesday 29

EAST JERUSALEM (02)
Centre for Jerusalem Studies at Al-Quds
University, tel. 628 7517; Turkish Cultural Centre,
tel. 540 0592; Palestinian Art Court- Al Hoash, tel.
627 3501; Palestinian National Theatre (PNT),
tel. 628 0957

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: The
Oriental Music Ensemble, Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music - Palestine, Tombs of
the Kings

CONCERTS

Sunday 5

The Jerusalem Festival 2009, organised by
Yabous Productions.

19:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Storm Hip Hop Dance Germany & Ouf Dance Group - Palestine, PNT

Palestine International Festival for Music and
Dance 2009, organised by the Popular Art
Centre.

FILMS

Saturday 4

19:00 Presence of Absence by John Halaka,
Al Hoash

DANCE

Thursday 2

19:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Dalouna Music - Palestine,
PNT

Friday 3
15:00 Propaganda (Turkish with English
subtitles), Turkish Cultural Centre

Monday 20

Saturday 4

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Chico & The
Gypsies - France, Tombs of the Kings

19:00 Wounds of the Heart by John Halak, Al
Hoash

Tuesday 21

Friday 10

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Amin &
Hamza Mreihi, accompanied by musicians from
Spain- Tunisia, Tombs of the Kings

15:00 Neredesin Firuze (Turkish with English
subtitles), Turkish Cultural Centre

Wednesday 22

Friday 17

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Akim El
Sikameya - Algeria/France, Tombs of the Kings

15:00 Propaganda (Turkish with English
subtitles), Turkish Cultural Centre

Thursday 23

Friday 24

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Reem
Talhami Sings for Habib Shehadeh - Palestine,
Tombs of the Kings

15:00 Neredesin Firuze (Turkish with English
subtitles), Turkish Cultural Centre

Friday 24

Friday 31

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Beit Al
Musica for Oriental Music - Palestine, Tombs
of the Kings

15:00 Propaganda (Turkish with English
subtitles), Turkish Cultural Centre

Saturday 25

Thursday 2

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Quilapayun
- Chile, Tombs of the Kings

19:30 Birthday, PNT

PLAYS

TOURS

Sunday 26

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Dam Palestine, Tombs of the Kings

The tours "Jerusalem, a Palestinian Perspective"
are organised by the Centre for Jerusalem
Studies of Al Quds University (CJS). The dates
of the tours are to be confirmed. For further
information please call the Centre for Jerusalem
Studies, tel. 02- 628 7517.

Tuesday 28

Saturday 4

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: "Giovani
Fiati Reggini" Wind Orchestra - Italy, Tombs of
the Kings

10:00 Silwan yabousite Jerusalem (meeting
point Centre for Jerusalem Studies), Centre for
Jerusalem Studies

20:00 The Jerusalem Festival 2009: Scatsta Palestine, Tombs of the Kings
Monday 27
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Saturday 18

CONCERTS

10:00 The old city - the cardo (meeting point
Centre for Jerusalem Studies), Centre for
Jerusalem Studies

Palestine International Festival for Music and
Dance 2009, organised by the Popular Art
Centre

Saturday 25

Friday 3

10:00 Al Quds University campus and the
annexation wall (meeting point Centre for
Jerusalem Studies), Centre for Jerusalem
Studies

20:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Ilham Almadafi - Iraq, Ramallah
Cultural Palace
Saturday 4

Friday 31

20:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Storm Hip Hop - Germany
& Dam Group - Palestine, Ramallah Cultural
Palace

10:00 Haifa & Akka (meeting point Centre for
Jerusalem Studies), Centre for Jerusalem
Studies

BETHLEHEM and BEIT JALA (02)

Sunday 5
20:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Tarshiha Group for Arabic
Music - Palestine, Ramallah Cultural Palace

International Centre of Bethlehem (Dar Annadwa),
tel. 277 0047
CONCERT

Tuesday 7

Saturday 4

20:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Chico and the Gipsies - Chile/
France, Ramallah Cultural Palace

19:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Yalalan Group for Music and
Singing - Palestine, organised by the Popular Art
Centre, Dar Annadwa

Wednesday 8

Friday 3

20:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Chico & the Gypsies - Chile/
France, Ramallah Cultural Palace

19:00 Public Enemy- Korea, Dar Annadwa

DANCE

Thursday 16

Palestine International Festival for Music and
Dance 2009, organised by the Popular Art
Centre

FILMS

17:00 Dukkan Shehatah, Dar Annadwa
19:00 Dukkan Shehatah, Dar Annadwa

Thursday 2

Friday 17

20:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: El-Funoun Popular Dance
Troupe- Palestine, Ramallah Cultural Palace

17:00 Dukkan Shehatah, Dar Annadwa
19:00 Dukkan Shehatah, Dar Annadwa

Tuesday 7

TOURS

20:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Fire of Anatolia - Turkey,
Ramallah Cutural Palace

Sunday 12
9:00-17:00 Bethlehem city & vicinity, PACE

Wednesday 8

RAMALLAH (02)

19:00 Court- Miracles, in cooperation with the
French Cultural Centre, Al Kasaba

Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque, tel.
296 5292; Franco-German Cultural Centre, tel.
298 1922; Ramallah Cultural Palace, tel. 298
4704; The Palestinian Association for Cultural
Exchange (PACE), tel. 02 240 7611

Thursday 9
19:00 Court- Miracles, in cooperation with the
French Cultural Centre, Al Kasaba
FILMS

ART

Thursday 2

Sunday 12

18:00 KinoKlub "Im Juli", Franco-German
Cultural Centre

17:00 Inauguration of an art exhibition entitled
"Mauerreise" by Birzeit University students, on
the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the fall of
the Berlin wall, Franco-German Cultural Centre

Saturday 11
19:00 Fix me by: Raed Andoni, in cooperation
with the French Cultural Centre, Al Kasaba

Wednesday 15

Sunday 12

18:00 Inauguration of a photography exhibition,
pictures of Palestine by Veronique Vercheval,
Franco-German Cultural Centre

19:00 Saddam Hussein process, Al Kasaba
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Monday 13

HEBRON (02)

18:00 Gaza/Sderot by Alex Szalat, FrancoGerman Cultural Centre

The Palestinian Association for Cultural Exchange
(PACE), tel. 02 240 7611

Wednesday 15

TOURS

18:00 "The Jad Garden", Franco-German
Cultural Centre

Sunday 19
9:00-17:00 Hebron city & Vicinity, PACE

Thursday 16
18:00 Petrol and corruption, Franco-German
Cultural Centre

JENIN (04)

Sunday 19

Freedom Theatre, tel. 250 3345

18:00 Darfour autopsie d une tragedie, FrancoGerman Cultural Centre

PLAYS

Monday 20

16:00 Fragments of Palestine, The Freedom
Theatre

Thursday 2

18:00 Camilo - der lange Weg zum Ungehorsam,
Franco-German Cultural Centre

Saturday 4

Tuesday 21

11:00 Al-Haj Sam‘aan, The Freedom Theatre

18:00 Nablus Clowns, Franco-German Cultural
Centre

13:00 Al-Haj Sam‘aan, The Freedom Theatre
Sunday 5

Sunday 26

16:00 Face Hook, The Freedom Theatre

18:00 Happy Birthday Mr Moghrabi, FrancoGerman Cultural Centre

Monday 6

Monday 27

11:00 The Red Apple, The Freedom Theatre

16:30 L immeuble Yacoubian, Franco-German
Cultural Centre

13:00 The Red Apple, The Freedom Theatre
Thursday 9

Tuesday 28

13:00 The Swing, The Freedom Theatre

18:00 His Portrait and The Sun Saw Him, FrancoGerman Cultural Centre

Saturday 11
12:00 The Magician and the Hakawati, The
Freedom Theatre

Thursday 30
18:00 KinoKlub, Franco-German Cultural
Centre

Sunday 12
16:00 Grandpa and I, The Freedom Theatre

NABLUS (09)

Monday 13

Al Najah University, tel. 234 1003; The Palestinian
Association for Cultural Exchange (PACE), tel. 02
240 7611

16:00 Qawarit Ameen, The Freedom Theatre

CONCERT

Friday 17

Sunday 5

16:00 Circus Behind the Wall, The Freedom
Theatre

Wednesday 15
16:00 Love Story, The Freedom Theatre

19:00 Palestine International Festival for Music
and Dance 2009: Yalalan Group for Music and
Singing - Palestine, Al- Najah University

Saturday 18
12:00 Friday, The Freedom Theatre

TOURS

Wednesday 22

Sunday 26

12:00 Grandpa and I, The Freedom Theatre

9:00 - 17:00 Nablus city & Vicinity, PACE

Sunday 26

JERICHO (02)

12:00 Friday, The Freedom Theatre

The Palestinian Association for Cultural Exchange
(PACE), tel. 02 240 7611

Tuesday 28

TOURS

Thursday 30

16:00 Eben Haldoon, The Freedom Theatre

Sunday 5

16:00 Something Really Sad, The Freedom
Theatre

9:00-17:00 Jericho city, PACE
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The Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music

East Jerusalem (02)
Al-Jawal Theatre Group
Telefax: 628 0655

Tel: 627 1711, Fax: 627 1710
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

Alruwah Theatre

Theatre Day Productions

Tel: 626 2626
alruwahtheatre2000@yahoo.com

Tel: 585 4513, Fax: 583 4233
tdp@theatreday.org, www.theatreday.org

Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art

Turkish Cultural Centre

Tel: 628 3457, Fax: 627 2312
info@almamalfoundation.org
www.almamalfoundation.org

Tel: 540 0592, Fax: 532 3310
kudustur@netvision.net.il
www.kudusbk.com

Al-Urmawi Centre for Mashreq Music

Yabous Productions

Tel: 234 2005, Fax: 234 2004
info@urmawi.org, www.urmawi.org

Tel: 626 1045; Fax: 626 1372
info@yabous.org, www.yabous.org

Ashtar for Theatre Productions & Training

Bethlehem (02)

Telefax: 582 7218
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org

Al-Harah Theatre

Telefax: 276 7758
alharahtheater@yahoo.com
info@alharah.org, www.alharah.org

British Council

Tel: 626 7111, Fax: 628 3021
information@ps.britishcouncil.org
www.britishcouncil.org/ps

Alliance Française de Bethléem
Telefax: 275 0777
afbeth@p-ol.com

Center for Jerusalem Studies/Al-Quds University
Tel: 628 7517
cjs@planet.edu, www.jerusalem-studies.alquds.edu

Anat Palestinian Folk & Craft Center
Telefax: 277 2024
marie_musslam@yahoo.com

Community Action Centre (CAC)
Tel: 627 3352, Fax:627 4547
www.cac.alquds.edu

El-Hakawati Theatre Company

Arab Educational Institute (AEI)-Open
Windows

Tel: 583 8836, Mobile: 0545 835 268
f.abousalem@gmail.com, www.el-hakawati.org

Tel: 274 4030
www.aeicenter.org

French Cultural Centre

Artas Folklore Center

Tel: 628 2451 / 626 2236, Fax: 628 4324
ccfjeru@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Tel: 276 0533, Mobile: 0599 938 0887
artasfc@yahoo.com

Gallery Anadiel

Badil Centre

Tel: 628 2811, Fax: 626 4403

Tel: 277 7086

Issaf Nashashibi Center for Culture &
Literature

Beit Jala Community Based-Learning
& Action Center

Jerusalem Centre for Arabic Music

Bethlehem Academy of Music/ Bethlehem
Music Society

Tel: 277 7863

Telefax: 581 8232
isaaf@alqudsnet.com

Tel: 627 4774, Fax: 656 2469
mkurd@yahoo.com

Tel: 277 7141, Fax: 277 7142

Bethlehem Peace Center

Palestinian Art Court - Al Hoash

Tel: 276 6677, Fax: 276 4670
info@peacenter.org, www.peacenter.org

Telefax: 627 3501
info@alhoashgallery.org, www.alhoashgallary.org

Cardinal House

Palestinian National Theatre

Telefax: 276 4778
info@cardinalhouse.org, www.cardinalhouse.org

Tel: 628 0957, Fax: 627 6293
info@pnt-pal.org

Catholic Action Cultural Center

Public Affairs Office

Tel: 274 3277, Fax 274 2939
info@ca-b.org, www.ca-b.org

Tel: 628 2456, Fax: 628 2454
www.uscongen-jerusalem.org

Centre for Cultural Heritage Preservation

Sabreen Association for Artistic
Development

Tel: 276 6244, Fax: 276 6241
info@bethlehem2000.org
www.bethlehem2000.org/cchp

Tel: 532 1393, Fax: 532 1394
sabreen@sabreen.org, www.sabreen.org

Inad Centre for Theatre & Arts

Sanabel Culture & Arts Theatre
Tel: 671 4338, Fax: 673 0993
sanabeltheatre@yahoo.com

Telefax: 276 6263
www.inadtheatre.org
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International Centre of Bethlehem-Dar
Annadwa

Palestinian Child Arts Center (PCAC)
Tel: 222 4813, Fax: 222 0855
pcac@hotmail.com, www.pcac.net

Tel: 277 0047, Fax: 277 0048
addar@annadwa.org
www.annadwa.org

Yes Theater

Telefax: 229 1559,
www.yestheatre.org, info@yestheatre.org

ITIP Center “Italian Tourist Information Point”
Telefax: 276 0411
itipcenter@yahoo.com

The International Palestinian Youth League
(IPYL)

Palestinian Heritage Center

Tel:222 9131, Fax: 229 0652
itv@ipyl.org, www.ipyl.org

Telefax: 274 2381, 274 2642
mahasaca@palestinianheritagecenter.com
www.phc.ps

Jericho (02)

Palestinian Group for the Revival of Popular
Heritage

Jericho Community Centre
Telefax: 232 5007

Telefax: 274 7945

Jericho Culture & Art Center

Relief International - Schools Online
Bethlehem Community Based-Learning &
Action Center

Telefax: 232 1047

Municipality Theatre

Tel: 277 7863

Tel: 232 2417, Fax: 232 2604

Sabreen Association for Artistic
Development

Jenin (04)
Hakoura Center

Tel: 275 0091, Fax: 275 0092
sabreen@sabreen.org, www.sabreen.org

Telfax: 250 4773
center@hakoura-jenin.ps, www.hakoura-jenin.ps

Tent of Nations

The Freedom Theatre/Jenin Refugee Camp

Tel: 274 3071, Fax: 276 7446
tnations@p-ol.com, www.tentofnations.org

Tel: 250 3345
info@thefreedomtheatre.org

The Edward Said National Conservatory of
Music

Nablus (09)

Telefax: 274 8726
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

British Council- Al Najah University
Telefax: 237 5950
information@ps.britishcouncil.org
www.britishcoumcil.org/ps

The Higher Institute of Music
Telefax: 275 2492
highiom@hotmail.com
www.thehigherinstituteofmusic.ps

Cultural Centre for Child Development
Tel: 238 6290, Fax: 239 7518
nutaleb@hotmail.com, www.nutaleb.cjb.net

Turathuna - Centre for Palestinian Heritage
(B.Uni.)
Tel: 274 1241, Fax: 274 4440
pdaoud@bethlehem.edu, www.bethlehem.edu

Cultural Heritage Enrichment Center

Hebron (02)

French Cultural Centre

Tel. 237 2863, Fax. 237 8275
arafatn24@yahoo.com

Tel: 238 5914, Fax: 238 7593
ccfnaplouse@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Al Sanabl Centre for Studies and Heritage
Tel: 256 0280
e-mail: sanabelssc@yahoo.com
www.sanabl.org, www.sanabl.ps

Nablus The Culture

Tel: 233 2084, Fax: 234 5325
info@nablusculture.ps, www.nablusculture.ps

Association d’Echanges Culturels HebronFrance (AECHF)

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02)

Telefax: 222 4811
info@hebron-france.org, wwww.hebron-france.org

A. M. Qattan Foundation

Tel: 296 0544, Fax: 298 4886
info@qattanfoundation.org, www.qattanfoundation.org

Beit Et Tifl Compound

Telefax: 229 1559
tdphebron@alqudsnet.com

Al-Kamandjâti Association

Tel: 297 3101
info@alkamandjati.com, www.alkamandjati.com

British Council- Palestine Polytechnic University
Telefax: 229 3717
information@ps.britishcouncil.org
www.britsishcouncil.org.ps

Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque
Tel: 296 5292/3, Fax: 296 5294
info@alkasaba.org, www.alkasaba.org

Children Happiness Center
Telefax: 229 9545
children_hc@yahoo.com

Al-Rahhalah Theatre
Telefax: 298 8091
alrahhalah@hotmail.com

Dura Cultural Martyrs Center

Tel: 228 3663
nader@duramun.org, www.duramun.org
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Amideast

riwaq@palnet.com, www.riwaq.org

Tel: 240 8023, Fax: 240 8017
westbank-gaza@amideast.org, www.amideast.org

Sandouq Elajab Theatre
Tel: 296 5638, 295 3206
sandouqelajab@yahoo.com

Ashtar for Theatre Production

Tel: 298 0037, Fax: 296 0326
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org

Shashat

Tel: 297 3336, Fax: 297 3338
info@shashat.org, www.shashat.org

Baladna Cultural Center
Telfax: 295 8435

Sharek Youth Forum

BirZeit Ethnographic and Art Museum

Tel: 296 7741, Fax: 296 7742
info@sharek.ps, www.sharek.ps

Tel. 298 2976
www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu

Tamer Institute for Community Education

British Council

Tel: 298 6121/ 2, Fax: 298 8160
tamer@palnet.com, www.tamerinst.org

Tel: 296 3293-6, Fax: 296 3297
information@ps.britishcouncil.org
www.britishcouncil.org/ps

The Edward Said National Conservatory of
Music

Carmel Cultural Foundation
Tel: 298 7375, Fax: 298 7374

Tel: 295 9070, Fax: 295 9071
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

El-Funoun Dance Troupe

The Palestinian Circus School

Tel: 240 2853, Fax: 240 2851
info@el-funoun.org, www.el-funoun.org

Tel. 0545- 671 911 or 0599- 926 107
www.palcircus.ps, info@ palcircus.ps

First Ramallah Group, Sareyyet Ramallah

The Palestinian Network of Art Centres

Tel: 295 2706 - 295 2690, Fax: 298 0583
sirreyeh@palnet.com, www.sirreyeh.org

Tele: 298 0036, 296 4348/9, Fax: 296 0326
iman_aoun@yahoo.com

Franco-German Cultural Centre Ramallah

Young Artist Forum

Tel: 298 1922 / 7727, Fax: 298 1923
info@ccf-goethe.org, www.ccf-goethe-ramallah.org

Telefax: 296 7654
yaf@palnet.com

Greek Cultural Centre - “Macedonia”

Gaza Strip (08)

Telefax: 298 1736/ 298 0546
makdonia@palnet.com

Al-Qattan Centre for the Child
Tel: 283 9929, Fax: 283 9949
reem@qcc.qattanfoundation.org
www.qattanfoundation.org/qcc

In’ash Al-Usra Society- Center for Heritage
& Folklore Studies
Tel: 240 1123 / 240 2876, Telefax: 240 1544
usra@palnet.com, www.inash.org

Arts & Crafts Village

Telefax: 284 6405
artvlg@palnet.com, www.gazavillage.org

Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center

Tel: 298 7374, Fax: 296 6820
sakakini@sakakini.org, www.sakakini.org

Ashtar for Culture & Arts

Manar Cultural Center

Tel: 295 7937, Fax: 298 7598

Telefax: 283 3565
atlas9@palnet.com

Mazra’a Qibliyeh Heritage and Tourism Centre

Fawanees Theatre Group

Telefax: 281 5825
mazraaheritage@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com/mazraaheritage/

Telefax: 288 4403

Palestinian Association
for Contemporary Art PACA

French Cultural Centre

Culture & Light Centre

Telefax: 286 5896, ifarah@palnet.com
Tel :286 7883, Fax : 282 8811
ccfgaza@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Tel: 296 7601, fax: 295 1849
paca@pal-paca.org, www.pal-paca.org

Gaza Theatre

Palestinian Association for Cultural
Exchange (PACE)

Tel: 282 4860, Fax: 282 4870

Global Production and Distribution

Tel: 240 7611, Telfax: 240 7610
pace@p-ol.com, www.pace.ps

Telefax: 288 4399
art.global@yahoo.com

Popular Art Center

Goethe Institute

Tel: 240 3891, Fax: 240 2851
info@popularartcentre.org, www.popularartcentre.org

Tel: 284 7595, Fax: 284 7595

Holst Cultural Centre

Ramallah Cultural Palace

Tel: 298 4704 / 295 2105, Fax: 295 2107
rcpevents@ramallah-city.org
www.ramallahculturalpalace.org

Tel: 281 0476, Fax: 280 8896
mcrcg@palnet.com

RIWAQ: Centre for Architectural
Conservation

Telefax: 283 6766
tdpgaza@palnet.com

Theatre Day Productions

Tel: 240 6887, Fax: 240 6986
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Gloria Hotel (94 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 2431, Fax: 628 2401
gloriahl@netvision.net.il

East Jerusalem (02)
Addar Hotel (30 suites; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 626 3111, Fax: 626 0791
www.addar-hotel.com

Golden Walls Hotel (112 rooms)

Alcazar Hotel (38 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Tel: 627 2416, Fax: 626 4658
info@goldenwalls.com, www.goldenwalls.com

Ambassador Hotel (122 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)

Holy Land Hotel (105 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2888, Fax: 628 0265
info@holylandhotel.com, www.holylandhotel.com

Tel: 628 1111; Fax: 628 7360
admin@jrscazar.com, www.jrscazar.com

Tel: 541 2222, Fax: 582 8202
reservation@jerusalemambassador.com
www.jerusalemambassador.com

Jerusalem Hotel (14 rooms; bf; mr; res; live music)
Tel: 628 3282, Fax: 628 3282
raed@jrshotel.com, www.jrshotel.com

American Colony Hotel(84 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779
reserv@amcol.co.il, www.americancolony.com

Austrian Hospice

Tel: 626 5800, Fax: 627 1472
office@austrianhospice.com
www.austrianhospice.com

Jerusalem Claridge Hotel (30 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 656 4393, Fax: 656 4394
claridge@palnet.com, www.jerusalemclaridge.com

Lawrence Hotel (30 rooms; business facilites; res)

Jerusalem Meridian Hotel

Legacy Hotel

St. Andrew’s Scottish Guesthouse
“The Scottie” (17 rooms + 1 hostel)

Tel: 626 4208, Fax: 627 1285
karine@actcom.co.il

Tel: 673 2401; Fax: 673 1711
standjer@netvision.net.il, www.scothotels.co.il

(74 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 5212, Fax: 628 5214
www.jerusalem-meridian.com

Tel: 627 0800, Fax: 627 7739
rani@jerusalemlegacy.com, www.jerusalemlegacy.com

Jerusalem Panorama Hotel

Tel: 628 2507, Fax: 628 5134

St. George’s Pilgrim Guest House

Mount of Olives Hotel (61 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Capitol Hotel (54 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Tel: 628 2561/2, Fax: 626 4352

(74 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4887, Fax: 627 3699
panorama@alqudsnet.com
www.jerusalempanoramahotel.com

(25 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 628 3302, Fax: 628 2253
sghostel@bezeqint.net

Christmas Hotel

Hashimi Hotel

Mount Scopus Hotel (65 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 582 8891, Fax: 582 8825
mtscopus@netvision.net.il

Strand Hotel (88 rooms; mr; res)

New Imperial Hotel (45 rooms)

Tel: 627 4466, Fax: 627 4171

Azzahra Hotel (15 rooms, res)

Tel: 628 2447, Fax: 628 3960
azzahrahotel@shabaka.net, www.azzahrahotel.com

Tel: 628 2588, Fax: 626 4417
christmashotel@bezeqint.net, www.christmas-hotel.com

Tel: 628 4410, Fax: 628 4667
info@hashimihotel.com

Commodore Hotel (45 rooms; cf; mr; res)

Knights Palace Guesthouse (50 rooms)

Tel: 627 1414, Fax: 628 4701

Tel: 628 2537, Fax: 628 2401, kp@actcom.co.il

St. George Hotel (144 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)

Tel: 627 7232 - 627 7323, Fax: 628 2575
stgeorge1@bezeqint.net, www.hotelstgeorge-jer.com

Metropol Hotel

Tel: 628 4877, Fax: 626 4427
info@mtolives.coml, www.mtolives.com

Tel: 628 0279, Fax: 628 4826

Victoria Hotel (50 rooms; bf; res)

Tel: 627 2000, Fax: 627 1530

Bethlehem (02)

New Metropole Hotel (25 rooms; mr; res)

Alexander Hotel (42 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Tel: 628 3846, Fax: 627 7485

Tel: 277 0780, Fax: 277 0782

New Regent Hotel (24 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Al-Salam Hotel (26 rooms; 6f; mr; cf; res)

Tel: 628 4540, Fax: 626 4023
atictour@palnet.com

Tel: 276 4083/4, Fax: 277 0551
samhotel@p-ol.com

New Swedish Hostel

Beit Al-Baraka Youth Hostel (19 rooms)

Tel: 627 7855, Fax: 626 4124
swedishhost@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com/swedishhostel

Tel: 222 9288, Fax: 222 9288

Beit Ibrahim Guesthouse

Notre Dame Guesthouse

Tel: 274 2613, Fax: 274 4250
reception@luthchurch.com
www.abrahams-herberge.com

Tel: 627 9111, Fax: 627 1995

Petra Hostel and Hotel

Bethlehem Hotel (209 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0702, Fax: 277 0706
bhotel@p-ol.com

Tel: 628 6618

Pilgrims Inn Hotel (16 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2416
info@goldenwalls.com

Bethlehem Inn (36 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2424, Fax: 274 2423

Ritz Hotel Jerusalem (104 rooms, bf, mr)
Tel: 626 9900, Fax: 626 9910
reservations@jerusalemritz.com
www.jerusalemritz.com

Bethlehem Star Hotel (72 rooms; cf; bf; res)
Tel: 274 3249 - 277 0285, Fax: 274 1494
htstar@palnet.com

Rivoli Hotel

Casanova Hospice (60 rooms; mr; res)

Tel: 628 4871, Fax: 627 4879

Tel: 274 3981, Fax: 274 3540

Savoy Hotel (17 rooms)

Casanova Palace Hotel (25 rooms; bf; res)

Tel: 628 3366, Fax: 628 8040

Tel: 274 2798, Fax: 274 1562

Seven Arches Hotel (197 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Everest Hotel (19 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2604, Fax: 274 1278

Tel: 626 7777, Fax: 627 1319
svnarch@trendline.co.il
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Grand Hotel (107 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 1602 - 274 1440, Fax: 274 1604
grandhotel_beth@hotmail.com

Hebron (02)
Hebron Hotel

Tel: 225 4240 / 222 9385, Fax: 222 6760
e-mail: hebron_hotel@hotmail.com

Golden Park Resort & Hotel (Beit Sahour)
(54 rooms; res, bar, pool)
Tel: 277 4414

Regency Hotel (76 rooms; su; res; tb; cf; bf)

Inter-Continental Hotel (Jacir Palace)

Tel: 225 7389/98, Fax: 225 7388
regency@palnet.com, www.hebron-regency.com

(250 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Nablus (09)

Lutheran Guesthouse “Abu Gubran”

Al-Qaser Hotel (38 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)

Tel: 277 0047

Tel: 238 5444, Fax: 238 5944
alqasr@netvision.net.il

Murad Tourist Resort

Tel: 2759880, Fax:2759881
www.murad.ps

Al-Yasmeen Hotel & Souq
(30 rooms; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 233 3555 Fax: 233 3666
yasmeen@palnet.com, www.alyasmeen.com

Nativity Hotel (89 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)

Tel: 277 0650, Fax: 274 4083
nativity@nativity-hotel.com, www.nativity-hotel.com

Asia Hotel (28 rooms, res)
Telefax: 238 6220

Paradise Hotel (166 rooms;cf;bf;mr;res;su;pf)
Tel: 274 4542/3 - 274 4544
paradise@p-ol.com

Chrystal Motel (12 rooms)

Telefax: 233 3281

Saint Antonio Hotel (36 rooms; mr; cf;res;pf)

Tel: 274 4308, Fax: 277 0524

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02)

Santa Maria Hotel (83 rooms; mr; res)

Al-A’in Hotel (24 rooms and suites; mr; cf)
Tel: 240 5925 - 240 4353 Fax: 240 4332
alainhotel@hotmail.com

Tel: 276 7374/5/6, Fax: 276 7377
smaria@p-ol.com

Shepherd Hotel

Al-Bireh Tourist Hotel (50 rooms; cf; res)

Tel: 274 0656, Fax: 274 4888
info@shepherdhotel.com, www.shepherdhotel.com

Telefax: 240 0803

Al-Hajal Hotel (22 rooms; bf)
Telefax: 298 7858

St. Nicholas Hotel (25 rooms; res; mr)
Tel: 274 3040/1/2, Fax: 274 3043

Al-Murouj Pension (Jifna village) (8 rooms; res)

Saint Vincent Guest House (36 rooms)

Telefax: 281 0881

Tel: 276 0967/8, Fax: 276 0970
svincent@p-ol.com, www.saintvincentguesthouse.net

Al-Wihdah Hotel
Telefax: 298 0412

Talita Kumi Guest House (22 rooms; res; mr; cf)

Ankars Suites (22 suites; cf; res; bf)

Tel: 274 1247, Fax: 274 1847

Tel: 295 2602, Fax: 295 2603
info@ankarsuites.com

Jericho (02)

Best Eastern Hotel (91 rooms; cf; res)

Al- Zaytouna Guest House (7 rooms; bf; res; mr)
Telefax: 274 2016 Deir Hijleh Monastery
Tel: 994 3038, 0505 348 892

Tel: 296 0450, Fax: 295 8452
besteastern@jrol.com

Hisham Palace Hotel

City Inn Palace Hotel (47 rooms; bf; cf; res)

Tel: 240 8080, Fax: 240 8091
cityinnpalace@gmail.com, www.cityinnpalace.com

Tel: 232 2414, Fax: 232 3109

Inter-Continental Jericho

Grand Park Hotel & Resorts

(181 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; res; ter; tb)
Tel: 231 1200, Fax: 231 1222

(84 rooms; 12 grand suites; bf; cf; mr; res; sp; pf)
Tel: 298 6194, Fax: 295 6950
info@grandpark.com

Jericho Resort Village
(60 rooms; 46 studios; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189
reservation@jerichoresorts.com, www.jerichoresorts.com

Gemzo Suites

Jerusalem Hotel (22 rooms)

Tel: 232 2444, Fax: 992 3109

Telepherique & Sultan Tourist Center

Al-Waha Hotel

Tel: 287 0880, Fax: 287 0889

Plaza Hotel

Beach Hotel (25 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Telefax: 298 2020

Telefax: 282 5492 - 284 8433

Ramallah Hotel (22 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Cliff Hotel (24 rooms; bf; mr; res)

Retno Hotel (15 rooms & su; res; mr; gm; sp)

Commodore Gaza Hotel (120 rooms;su; bf)

Tel: 295 3544, Fax: 295 5029

Tel: 282 3450, Fax: 282 0742

Telefax: 295 0022
retnohotel@yahoo.com

Tel: 283 4400, Fax: 282 2623
hotel@commodorgaza.com

Royal Court Suite Hotel (34 suites; res; mr; ter;

Gaza International Hotel

cf; pf; i)
Tel: 296 4040, Fax: 296 4047

(30 rooms; bf; cf; res; sp)
Tel: 283 0001/2/3/4, Fax: 283 0005

Grand Palace Hotel

Gaza Strip (08 )

(20 rooms; cr; mr; cf; res; internet)
Tel: 284 9498/6468, Fax: 284 9497
grand_palace@p-i-s.com

Adam Hotel (76 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 3521/19

Hotel Sea Breeze

Al-Amal, Palestinian Red Crescent
Guesthouse

Tel: 283 0277 - 284 2654, Fax: 282 4231

Tel: 286 1832

(90 executive suites; cs; mr; pf; gm; res)
Tel: 240 9729, Fax: 240 9532
gemzo@palnet.com, www.gemzosuites.net

Al-Deira (11 suites; cf; mr; res; ter)

Manarah Hotel

Al-Quds International Hotel

Tel: 295 2122, Telefax: 295 3274
manarah@hotmail.com, www.manarahhotel.com.ps

(55 rooms)
Tel: 232 1590, Fax: 232 1598
info@jericho-cablecar.com

Pension Miami (12 rooms)

Telefax: 295 6808

Marna House (17 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 2624, Fax: 282 3322

Tel: 283 8100/200/300, Fax: 283 8400
ADEIRA@P-I-S.com

Palestine Hotel (54 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 3355, Fax: 286 0056

Summerland Tourist Village (casino; cf; res)

(44 rooms; 2 suites; bf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 5181 - 282 6223 - 286 3481 - 282 2269

Tel: 284 7171, Fax: 286 4008

Zahrat Al-Madain

Merryland Hotel (25 rooms)
Tel: 298 7176, Telefax: 298 7074

Tel: 282 6801

Rocky Hotel (22 rooms; cf; res; ter)
Tel: 296 4470, Telefax: 296 1871
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Key: su = suites, bf = business facilities; mr = meeting rooms, cr = conference facilities; res = restaurant,
ter = terrace bar; tb = turkish bath, cf = coffee shop; gm = gym; pf = parking facilities, sp = swimming pool
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East Jerusalem (02)
3 Arches Restaurant

Tel: 569 2692, Fax: 623 5192

Al-Diwan (Ambassador Hotel)
Tel: 541 2213, Fax: 582 8202

Al-Mihbash
Tel: 628 9185

Al-Shuleh Grill
Tel: 627 3768

Amigo Emil

Tel: 628 8090, Fax: 626 1457

Antonio’s (Ambassador Hotel)
Tel: 541 2213

Arabesque, Poolside & Patio
Restaurants
(American Colony Hotel)
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779

Armenian Tavern
Tel: 627 3854

Askidinya

Tel: 532 4590

Az-Zahra

Tel: 628 2447

Blue Dolphin

Tel: 532 2001, Fax: 581 1737

Borderline Restaurant Café
Tel: 532 8342

Cafﹶé Europe
Tel: 628 4313

Café Imperial

Tel: 628 2261, Fax: 627 1530

Cardo Restaurant
Tel: 627 0827

Chinese Restaurant

Tel: 626 3465, Fax: 626 3471

Coffee Bean Cafe
Tel: 627 0820

El Dorada Coffee Shop &
Internet Café
Tel: 626 0993

Four Seasons Restaurants &
Coffee Shop
Tel: 628 6061, Fax: 628 6097

Goodies

Tel: 585 3223

Kan Zaman (Jerusalem Hotel)

Tel: 627 1356

Lotus and Olive Garden
(Jerusalem Meridian Hotel)
Tel: 628 5212

Moon Light Pizza
Tel: 627 5277

Nafoura

Cigar Bar (Jacir Palace

Tel: 626 0034

Nakashian Gallery Cafe
Tel: 627 8077

Notre Dame - La Rotisserie
Tel: 627 9114, Fax: 627 1995

Panorama Restaurant

Inter-Continental Bethlehem)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Dar al Balad
Tel: 274 9073

Dar Jdoudnah Coffee
Shop

Tel: 626 3344

Tel: 274 3212

Papa Andreas

Grotto Restuarant

Tel: 628 4433, Fax:627 5224

Tel: 274 8844, Fax: 274 8889

Pasha’s

Golden Roof

Tel: 582 5162 - 532 8342

Tel: 274 3224

Patisserie Suisse

Il’iliyeh Restaurant

Tel: 628 4377

Tel: 277 0047

Pizza House

La Terrasse

Tel: 627 3970 - 628 8135

Tel: 275 3678

Popular Arab

Mariachi (Grand Hotel)

Tel: 583 3226

Rossini's Restaurant Bar
Tel: 628 2964

Shalizar Restuarant
Tel: 582 9061

The Gate Café
Tel: 627 4282

The Patio (Christmas Hotel)
Tel: 628 2588 - 626 4418

Nablus (09)
Salim Afandi
Tel: 237 1332

Zeit Ou Zaater
(Al-Yasmeen Hotel)
Tel: 238 3164, Fax: 233 3666

Ramallah &
Al-Bireh (02)
Al Makan

Tel: 295 7676, Fax: 297 1776

Almonds

Tel: 295 7028

Baba's Brunch

Roots Restaurant
Tel: 274 9292

Baladna Ice Cream

Tachi Chinese
Tel: 274 4382

Taboo – Restaurant & Bar
The Square Restaurant
& Coffee Shop
Tel: 274 9844

Zaitouneh - Jacir Palace

Tel: 297 6614
Tel: 298 6194

Café De La Paix
Tel: 298 0880

Café Mocha Rena
Tel: 298 1460

Casablanca
Tel: 298 7658

Chinese House Restaurant
Tel: 296 4081

Al Makan Bar (Jacir Palace
Inter-Continental Bethlehem)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Jericho (02)

Diwan Art coffee Shop

Baidar (Jacir Palace Inter-

(Jericho Resort Village)
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189

Do Re Mi Café (Royal Court)

Al-Rawda

Elite Coffee House

Telefax: 232 2555

Tel: 296 5169

Green Valley Park

Ein Al-Marj (Birzeit)

Tel: 232 2349

Tel: 281 0220/ 1

Jabal Quruntul

Fawanees

Balloons

Tel: 275 0221, Fax: 277 7115

Bonjour Restaurant and
Café
Tel: 274 0406

Al-Nafoura Restaurant

Tel: 232 2614, Fax: 232 2659

Café Sima

Tel: 297 0548

Mr. Pizza

(Jacir Palace Inter-Continental)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6754

Tel. 2976931

Tel: 295 0590/ 1
Tel: 297 3043
Tel: 296 4040

Tel: 295 3270

Tel: 298 1181/ 2 /3

Plaza Restaurant & Park
Tel: 295 6020, Fax: 296 4693

Pollo-Loco (Mexican)

Tel: 298 1984

Tel: 295 6767 - 296 4480
Fax: 296 4357

Zeit ou Zaater
Tel: 295 4455

Ziryab

Tel: 295 9093

Al-Andalus

Tel: 282 1272 - 283 3769

Al-Deira

Tel: 283 8100/ 200/ 300

Al-Diwanea Tourist
Tel: 282 5062

Pronto Resto-Café (Italian)
Tel: 298 7312

Alladin

Tel: 282 3355

Rukab’s Ice Cream
Tel: 295 3467

Al-Marsa

Tel: 286 3599

Saba Sandwiches
Tel: 296 0116

Al-Molouke
Tel: 286 8397

Samer

Tel: 240 5338 - 240 3088

Sangria’s

Al-Salam

Tel: 282 2705, Telefax: 283 3188

Al-Sammak

Tel: 295 6808

Tel: 286 4385

Shukeireh Restaurant
Tel: 297 5233

Al-Sammak Ghornata
Tel: 284 0107

Sinatra Cafe & Cheese Cake
Tel: 2971028

Al-Sayyad

Tel: 283 4779

Stones

La Mirage

Tel: 296 6038

Tel: 286 5128

Tabash (Jifna village)
Tel: 281 0932

Lido

Tel: 286 4198

Tal El-Qamar Roof
Tel: 298 7905/ 6

The Orthodox Club
Tel: 295 6520

Matouq

Tel: 282 6245 - 282 1399

Roots - The Club

Tel: 288 8666 - 282 3999
282 3777

Tel: 298 7046

Whispers

Tel: 282 1011

Tel: 232 2781
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Zarour Bar BQ

Gaza Strip (08)

Pizza Inn

Seven Trees

Tel: 275 2058

Zaman Premium Coffee
Zan Restaurant and Pub

Tel: 295 9555

Riwaq Courtyard

Telefax: 295 7850

Tel: 296 5966 - 296 5988
Tel: 295 0600

Mr. Fish

Azure Restaurant &
Coffeeshop

Tel: 275 0859

Darna

Continental Bethlehem)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Tel: 240 7196

Osama’s Pizza

Inter-Continental Bethlehem
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

Tel: 274 8447

Mr. Donuts Café

Tel: 296 4606

Tel: 274 0711, Fax: 274 1862

Akkawi Café

Vatche’s Garden
Restaurant

Tel: 297 2088

Tel: 296 3633

Opera Bistro & Lounge

Tel: 274 3780, Fax: 274 1833

Tel: 277 3335

Tel: 295 7031 - 296 6505

Mac Simon

Na3Na3 Café

Caesar’s (Grand Park Hotel)

Al-Hakura Restaurant

European Coffee Shop

Tel: 297 2125

Avenue Restaurant

St.George Restaurant

Tel: 274 2985

Mac Chain Restaurant

Tel: 295 6835

Victoria Restaurant

Abu Shanab Restaurant

Tel: 297 5661

Tel: 295 6408 - 298 1455

Tel: 627 6160

Tel. 274 1897

Tel: 295 6813

Angelo’s

Tel: 274 1440 - 274 1602
274 1603, Fax: 274 1604

Birth Café

Abu Eli Restaurant

Tropicana

Tel: 240 9991/ 2

Muntaza Restaurant &
Garden

Tel: 298 0456

(The Tent)
Tel: 277 3875

Bethlehem (02)

K5M - Caterers

Al-Aseel

Telefax: 295 6721

Tel: 628 3051

Tomasso’s

Tel: 296 3643

Tel: 240 3016 - 240 8182

Shepherds Valley Village

Versavee Bistro (Bar and Café)

Karkar Café

81

East Jerusalem (02) Armenian Museum, Old City,

Tel: 628 2331, Fax: 626 4861, Opening hours:
Mon.- Sat. from 9:00 - 16:30 • Dar At Tifl Museum (Dar At Tifl Association), Near the Orient House,
Tel: 628 3251, Fax: 627 3477 • Islamic Museum (The Islamic Waqf Association), Old City, Tel: 628 3313,
Fax: 628 5561, opening hours for tourists: daily from 7:30 - 13:30 • Math Museum, Science Museum, Abu
Jihad Museum for the Palestinian Prisoners Studies - Al-Quds University, Tel: 279 9753 - 279 0606,
foryou@alquds.edu, opening hours Saturday - Wednesday 8:30 - 15:00 • Qalandia Camp Women’s Handicraft
Coop., Telefax: 656 9385, Fax: 585 6966, qalandia@palnet.com

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Museum of Palestinian Popular Heritage - In’ash el Usra, In’ash el

Usra society, Al-Bireh, Tel: 240 2876, Fax: 240 1544, Opening hours: daily from 8:00 - 15:00 except Fridays •
The Birzeit University Ethnographic and Art Museum Tel: 298 2976, vtamari@birzeit.edu, Opening hours:

daily from 10:00 - 15:00 except for Fridays and Sundays

Bethlehem (02) Al-Balad Museum for Olive Oil Production, Tel: 274 1581, Opening hours: 8:00-14:30
Monday through Saturday • Baituna al Talhami Museum, (Folklore Museum) Arab Women’s Union,
Tel: 274 2589, Fax: 274 2431, Opening hours: daily from 8:00 - 13:00/ 14:00 - 17:00 except for Sundays and
Thursdays afternoon • Bethlehem Peace Center Museum, Tel: 276 6677, Fax: 274 1057, info@peacenter.org,
www.peacenter.org, Opening hours: daily from 10:00-18:00 except Sundays from 10:00 - 16:00 • Natural History
Museum, Telefax:02-276 5574, eec@p-ol.com, www.eecp.org • The Crib of Nativity Museum, Tel: 276
0876, Fax: 276 0877, info@cribofnativity.com, www.cribofnativity.com • Palestinian Ethnographic Museum,
Tel: 276 7467, Fax: 276 0533, artas_fc@yahoo.com, Opening hours: daily from 9:00 - 17:00 • Palestinian Heritage
Center, Telefax: 274 2381, mahasaca@palestinianheritagecenter.com, www.palestinianheritagecenter.com
Gaza (08) Al Mathaf, Tel: 285 8444, info@almathaf.ps, www. almathaf.ps

East Jerusalem (02) Car Rental • Car & Drive, Tel: 656 5562/3 • Dallah Al-Barakah, Tel: 656 4150 •
Good Luck, Tel: 627 7033, Fax: 627 7688 • Green Peace Rent A Car Ltd., Telefax: 585 9756 • Jerusalem
Car Rental & Leasing ltd., Tel: 582 2179, Fax: 582 2173 • Orabi, Tel: 585 3101 • Petra, Tel: 582 0716,Taxis
Abdo,Tel: 585 8202 (Beit Hanina), Tel: 628 3281 (Damascus Gate) • Al-Eman Taxi & Lemo Service, Tel:
583 4599 - 583 5877 •Al-Rashid, Tel: 628 2220 • Al-Aqsa, Tel: 627 3003 • Beit Hanina, Tel: 585 5777 • Holy
Land, Tel: 585 5555 • Imperial, Tel: 628 2504 • Jaber - Petra, Tel: 583 7275 - 583 7276 • Khaled Al-Tahan,
Tel: 585 5777 • Mount of Olives, Tel: 627 2777 • Panorama, Tel: 628 1116 • Tourist Transportation Abdo
Tourist, Tel: 628 1866 • Jerusalem of Gold, Tel: 673 7025/6 • Kawasmi Tourist Travel Ltd., Tel: 628 4769,
Fax: 628 4710 • Mount of Olives, Tel: 627 1122 • Mahfouz Tourist Travel, Tel: 628 2212, Fax: 628 4015
Bethlehem (02) Car Rental Murad, Tel: 274 7092 Taxis Asha’b, Tel: 274 2309 • Beit Jala, Tel: 274 2629
Hebron (02) Car Rental Holy Land, Tel: 222 0811 • Taxis Al-Asdiqa’, Tel: 222 9436 • Al-Itihad, Tel: 222 8750
Jericho (02) Taxis Petra, Tel: 232 2525
Nablus (09) Car Rental Orabi, Tel: 238 3383 • Taxis Al-Ittimad, Tel: 237 1439 • Al-Madina, Tel: 237 3501
Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Car Rental Good Luck, Tel: 234 2160 • Orabi, Tel: 240 3521 • Petra,

Tel: 295 2602 • TWINS, Tel: 296 4688 • Taxis Al-Bireh, Tel: 240 2956 • Al-Masyoun Taxi, Tel: 295 2230 •
Al-Salam, Tel: 295 5805 • Al-Wafa, Tel: 295 5444 • Al-Itihad, Tel: 295 5887 • Hinnawi Taxi, Tel: 295 6302 •
Omaya, Tel: 295 6120 • SAHARA Rent a Car Co., Tel: 297 5317/8 • Shamma’ Taxi Co., Tel: 296 0957

Gaza Strip (08) Car Rental Al-Ahli, Tel: 282 8534 • Al-Farouq, Tel: 284 2755 • Imad, Tel: 286 4000

• Luzun, Tel: 282 2628 • Taxis Al-Nasser, Tel: 286 1844, 286 7845 • Al-Wafa, Tel: 284 9144 - 282 4465 •
Azhar, Tel: 286 8858 • Midan Filastin, Tel: 286 5242

East Jerusalem (02) 4M Travel Agency, Tel: 627 1414, Fax: 628 4701, info@4m-travel.com, www.4mtravel.com • Abdo Tourist & Travel, Tel: 628 1865, Fax: 627 2973, abdotours@hotmail.com • Aeolus Tours,
Tel: 0505 635 5496, Fax: 656 5823, aeolus@aeolus-ltd.com • Albina Tours Ltd., Tel: 628 3397, Fax: 628 1215,
albina@netvision.net.il; info@albinatours.com, www.albinatours.com • Alliance Travel Solutions, Tel: 581
7102, Fax: 581 7103, info@alliancetravel-jrs.com, www.alliancetravel-jrs.com • Arab Tourist Agency (ATA),
Tel: 627 7442, Fax: 628 4366,george@atajrs.com • Aswar Tourism Services, Tel: 628 2183, Fax: 628 2189,
hai_mou_t_s@yahoo.com • Atic Tours & Travel Ltd., Tel: 628 6159, Fax: 626 4023, info@atictour.com, www.
atictour.com • Awad & Co. Tourist Agency, Tel: 628 4021, Fax: 628 7990, admin@awad.tours.com, www.awadtours.com • Aweidah Bros. Co., Tel: 628 2365, Fax: 628 2366, aweidah@netvision.net.il, www.aweidahtours.com
• Ayoub Caravan Tours, Tel: 628 4361, Fax: 628 5804 caravan@palnet.com • B. Peace Tours & Travel,
Tel: 626 1876, Fax: 626 2065, b.peacetours@bezeqint.net • Bible Land Tours, Tel: 627 1169, Fax: 627 2218,
links@palnet.com • Blessed Land Tours, Tel: 628 6592, Fax: 628 5812, blt@blessedlandtours.com, www.
blessedlandtours.com • Carawan Tours and Travel, Tel: 628 1244, Fax: 628 1406, carawan@jrol.com, www.
carawan-tours.com • Daher Travel, Tel: 628 3235, Fax: 627 1574, dahert@netvision.net.il, www.dahertravel.com
• Dajani Palestine Tours, Tel: 626 4768, Fax: 627 6927, dajani@netvision.net.il • Dakkak Tours Agency,
Tel: 628 2525, Fax: 628 2526, dakkak@netmedia.net.il • Egythai Int. Tours and Travel, Tel: 628 1184, Fax:
628 4701, holyland@egythai.com • Gates of Jerusalem Travel Agency, Tel: 234 4365, Fax: 234 3835,
gates@alqudsnet.com • George Garabedian Co., Tel: 628 3398, Fax: 628 7896, ggc@ggc-jer.com • GEMM
Travel, Tel: 628 2535/6, sales@gemmtravel.com • Golden Dome Company for Hajj& Umra Services,
Tel: 628 0770, Fax: 628 5912 • Guiding Star Ltd., Tel: 627 3150, Fax: 627 3147, mark@guidingstar2.com, www.
guidingstarltd.com • Holy Jerusalem Tours & Travel, Tel: 540 1668; Fax: 540 0963, info@holyjerusalemtours.
com, www.holyjerusalemtours.com • Holy Land Tours, Tel: 532 3232, Fax: 532 3292, info@holylandtours.biz
• J. Sylvia Tours, Tel: 628 1146, Fax: 628 8277, sylviatours@yahoo.com • Jata Travel Ltd., Tel: 627 5001,
Fax: 627 5003, jatatraveltd@hotmail.com • Jiro Tours, Tel: 627 3766, Fax: 628 1020, jiro@netvision.net.il, www.
jirotours.com • Jordan Travel Agency, Tel: 628 4052, Fax: 628 7621 • Jerusalem Orient Tourist Travel,
Tel : 628 8722, Fax: 627 4589, hamdi@jottweb.com • JT & T, Tel: 628 9418, 628 9422, Fax: 628 9298, jtt@bezeqint.
net.il, www.jttours.com • KIM’s Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 9725, Fax: 627 4626, kim@shabaka.net,
www.kimstours.com • Lawrence Tours & Travel, Tel: 628 4867, Fax: 627 1285, info@lawrence-tours.com •
Lourdes Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 5332, Telefax: 627 5336, lourdestravel@bezeqint.net • Middle
East Car Rental, Tel: 626 2777, Fax: 626 2203 • Mt. of Olives Tours Ltd., Tel: 627 1122, Fax: 628 5551
moot@netvision.net.il, www.olivetours.com • Nawas Tourist Agency Ltd., Tel: 628 2491, Fax: 628 5755
• Nazarene Tours and Travel, Tel: 627 4636, Fax: 627 7526 • Near East Tourist Agency (NET),
Tel: 532 8706, Fax: 532 8701, Jerusalem@netours.com, www.netours.com • O.S. Hotel Services, Tel: 628
9260, Fax: 626 4979, os@os-tours.com • Overseas Travel Bureau, Tel: 628 7090, Fax: 628 4442, otb@
netvision.net.il • Royal Orient Tours & Travel, Tel: 626 4181/2, Fax: 626 4186, info@royal-orient.net •
Safieh Tours & Travel Agency, Tel: 626 4447, Fax: 628 4430, safiehtours@bezeqint.net • Samara
Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 6133. Fax: 627 1956, info@samaratours.com • Season Travel
ltd., Tel: 627 7552, Fax: 627 7564, info@season-travel.com, www.season-travel.com • Shepherds Tours
& Travel, Tel: 6284121- 6287859, Fax: 6280251, info@shepherdstours.com, www.shepherdstours.com
• Shweiki Tours Ltd., Tel: 673 6711, Fax: 673 6966 • Sindbad Travel Tourist Agency, Tel: 627 2165, Fax:
627 2169, sindbad1@bezeqint.net, www.Sindbad-Travel.com • Siniora Star Tours, Tel: 628 6373, Fax: 628 9078,
travel@siniora.net • Terra Sancta Tourist Co, Tel: 628 4733, Fax: 626 4472 • The Pioneer Links Travel
& Tourism Bureau, Tel: 626 1963, Fax: 628 4714, www.pioneer-links.com • Tony Tours Ltd., Tel: 244 2050,
Fax: 244 2052, ihab64@012.net.il • United Travel Ltd., Tel: 583 3614, Fax: 583 6190, unidas@bezeqint.net,
www.unitedtravelltd.com • Universal Tourist Agency, Tel: 628 4383, Fax: 626 4448, uta-j@zahav.net.il, www.
universal-jer.com • William Tours & Travel Agency, Tel: 623 1617, Fax: 624 1126, wiltours_n@hotmail.com •
Zatarah Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 2725, Fax: 628 9873, zaatarah@palnet.com
Bethlehem (02) Angels Tours and Travel, Tel: 277 5813, Fax: 277 5814, angels@p-ol.com, www.angelstours.

com.ps • Arab Agency Travel & Tourism, Tel: 274 1872, Fax: 274 2431, tourism@aca-palestine.com, www.
aca-palestine.com • Crown Tours & Travel Co. Ltd., Tel: 274 0911, Fax: 274 0910, info@crown-tours.com,
www.crown-tours.com • Four Seasons Co. Tourism & Travel, Tel: 277 4401, Fax: 277 4402, fseasons@pol.com • Friendship Travel & Tourism, Tel: 277 7967, Fax: 277 7987, friendshipest@yahoo.com • Gloria
Tours & Travel, Tel: 274 0835, Fax: 274 3021, gloria@p-ol.com • Golden Gate Tours & Travel, Tel: 276
6044, Fax: 276 6045, ggtours@palnet.com • Kukali Travel & Tours, Tel: 277 3047, Fax: 277 2034, kukali@p-ol.
com • Laila Tours & Travel, Tel: 277 7997, Fax: 277 7996, laila@lailatours.com, www.Lailatours.com • Lama
Tours International, Tel: 274 3717, Fax: 274 3747, litco@p-ol.com • Millennium Transportation, TeleFax:
676 7727, 050-242 270 • Mousallam Int’l Tours, Tel: 277 0054, Fax: 277 0054, Mitours@palnet.com • Nativity
Travel, Tel: 274 2966, Fax: 274 4546 • Sansur Travel Agency, Tel: 274 4473, Telefax: 274 4459 • Sky Lark
Tours and Travel, Tel: 274 2886, Fax: 276 4962, skylark@palnet.com • Terra Santa Tourist Co., Tel: 277
0249 Fax: 277 0250

Beit Jala (02) Guiding Star Ltd., Tel: 276 5970, Fax: 276 5971, info@guidingstar2.com
Beit Sahour (02) Alternative Tourism Group, Tel: 277 2151, Fax: 277 2211, info@atg.ps, www.atg.ps •
Brothers Travel & Tours, Tel: 277 5188, Fax: 277 5189, holyland@brostours.com, www.brostours.com • Magi
Tours, Telefax: 277 5798, magitours@spidernet.ps
Hebron (02) AL-Afaq for Travel & Umrah, Telefax: 221 1332, alafaqtravel@yahoo.com • Al Amir
Tours, Telefax: 221 2065, alamiredu@yahoo.com • Alkiram Tourism, Tel: 225 6501/2, Fax: 225 6504,
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alkiram@hebronet.com • Al-Haya Travel & Tourism, Tel: 229 3108, Fax: 229 7496 • Al-Salam Travel and
Tours Co., Tel: 221 5574, Fax: 223 3747 • Arab Nisr Travel & Tourism, Tel: 221 5970/1, Fax: 229 2730/1,
arabnisr@yahoo.com • Sabeen Travel Tourism, Telefax: 229 4775, sabeenco@yahoo.com

Ramallah (02) Al-Asmar Travel Agency, Telefax: 295 4140, 296 5775, asmar@p-ol.com • Al Awdah
Tourism & Travel, Tel: 295 2597, Fax: 295 2989 • All Middle East Pilgrimage and Tourism Coordination
Office, Tel: 289 8123, Fax: 289 9174, ameptco@gmail.com, www.ameptco.com • Amani Tours, Telefax: 298 7013,
amanitr@p-ol.com • Anwar Travel Agency, Tel: 295 6388, 295 1706, alaa@anwartravel.ps • Arab Office for
Travel & Tourism, Tel: 295 6640, Fax: 295 1331 • Arseema for Travel & Tourism, Tel: 297 5571, Fax: 297
5572, info@arseema.ps • Atlas Tours & Travel, Tel: 295 2180, Fax: 298 6395, www.atlasavia.com • Darwish
Travel Agency, Tel: 295 6221, Fax: 295 7940 • Golden Globe Tours, Tel: 296 5111, Fax: 296 5110, gg-tours@
palnet.com • Issis & Co., Tel: 295 6250, Fax: 295 4305 • Jordan River Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 298
0523, Fax: 298 0524 • Kashou’ Travel Agency, Tel: 295 5229, Fax: 295 3107, kashoua@hotmail.com • Mrebe
Tours & Travel, Tel: 295 4671, Fax: 295 4672, info@mrebetours.ps • Paltour for Tours and Travel, Tel: 297
5456, Fax: 297 6079, op@paltour.ps • The Pioneer Links Travel & Tourism Bureau, Tel: 240 7859, Fax: 240
7860, pioneer@pioneer-links.com • Rahhal Tours & Travel, Tel: 242 3256, Fax: 242 9962, info@rahhaltours.ps,
www.rahhalyours.ps • Raha Tours and Travel, Tel: 296 1780, Fax: 296 1782, www.rahatt.com, www.rahatravel.
com • Ramallah Travel Agency, Tel: 295 3692, Fax: 295 5029, admin@kaoud.org, www.kaoud.org • Reem
Travel Agency, Tel: 295 3871, Fax: 295 3871 • Royal Tours, Tel: 296 6350/1, Fax: 296 6635 • Sabeen Travel
Tourism, Telefax: 240 5931, sabeenco@yahoo.com • Salah Tours, Tel: 295 9931, Fax: 298 7206 • Shbat &
Abdul Nur, Tel: 295 6267, Fax: 295 7246 • Skyway Tourist Agency, Telefax: 296 5090
Jenin (04) Asia Travel Tourism, Telefax: 243 5157, www.asia-tourism.net • Al Sadeq Travel & Tourism,
Tel: 243 8055, Fax: 243 8057, email: amr_jarrar@yahoo.com

Nablus (09) Dream Travel & Tourism, Tel: 233 5056, Fax: 237 2069 • Firas Tours, Tel: 234 4565, Fax:
234 7781 • Top Tour, Tel: 238 9159, Fax: 238 1425, toptourandtravel@yahoo.com • Yaish International Tours,
Telefax: 238 1410, 238 1437, yaishtrl@palnet.com
Tulkarem (09) Faj Tours, Tel: 2672 486, Fax: 2686 070, fajtours@hotmail.com
Gaza Strip (08) Al-Muntazah Travel Agency, Tel: 282 7919 Fax: 282 4923 • Halabi Tours and Travel
Co., Tel: 282 3704, Fax: 286 6075, halabitours@email.com, www.halabitours.ps • Maxim Tours, Tel: 282 4415,
Fax: 286 7596 • National Tourist Office, Tel: 286 0616, Fax: 286 0682, shurafa@mtcgaza.com • Time Travel
Ltd., Tel: 283 6775, Fax: 283 6855, timetravel@marna.com

Consulates

East Jerusalem (02) Apostolic Delegation, Tel: 628 2298, Fax: 628 1880 • Belgium, Tel: 582 8263,
Fax: 581 4063, jerusalem@diplobel.org • European Community - Delegation to the OPT, Tel: 541 5888,
Fax: 541 5848 • France, Tel: 591 4000, Fax: 582 0032 • Great Britain, Tel: 541 4100, Fax: 532 2368, britain.
jerusalem@fco.gov.uk, www.britishconsulate.org • Greece, Tel: 582 8316, Fax: 532 5392 • Italy, Tel: 561 8966,
Fax: 561 9190 • Spain, Tel: 582 8006, Fax: 582 8065 • Swedish Consulate General, Tel: 646 5860, Fax: 646
5861 • Turkey, Tel: 591 0555-7, Fax: 582 0214, turkudus@netvision.net.il, www.kudusbk.com • United States
of America, Tel: 622 7230, Fax: 625 9270
Representative Offices to the PNA

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Australia, Tel: 242 7710, Fax: 240 8290, austrep@palnet.com, ausaid@palnet.

com • Austria, Tel: 240 1477, Fax: 240 0479 • Brazil, Tel: 241 3753, Fax: 241 3756, admin-office@rep-brazil.
org • Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Tel: 240 58 60/1, Fax: 2405862, representacionenpalestina@yahoo.
com, representacionenpalestina@hotmail.com • Canada, Tel: 297 8430, Fax: 297 8446, rmlah@international.gc.ca
• Chile, Tel: 296 0850, Fax: 298 4768, chileram@palnet.com • Cyprus, Tel: 240 6959, Fax: 240 4897 • Czech
Republic, Tel: 296 5595, Fax: 296 5596 • Denmark, Tel: 240 2330, Fax: 240 0331 • Egypt, Tel: 297 7774, Fax:
297 7772 • Finland, Tel: 240 0340, Fax: 240 0343 • Germany, Tel: 298 4788, Fax: 298 4786, gerrprof@palnet.
com • Hungary, Tel: 240 7676, Fax: 240 7678, humisram@palnet.com • India, Tel: 290 3033, Fax: 290 3035, roi_
ramallah@palnet.com • Ireland, Tel: 240 6811/2/3, Fax: 240 6816, irishrep@palnet.com • Japan, Tel: 241 3120, Fax:
241 3123 • Jordan, Tel: 297 4625, Fax: 297 4624 • Mexico, Tel: 297 5592, Fax: 297 5594, ofimex-ramala@palnet.
com • Norway, Tel: 234 5050, Fax: 234 5079, repram@mfa.no • Poland, Tel: 297 1318, Fax: 297 1319 • Portugal,
Tel: 240 7291/3, Fax: 240 7294 • Republic of Korea, Tel: 240 2846/7, Fax: 240 2848 • Russian Federation,
Tel: 240 0970, Fax: 240 0971 • South Africa, Tel: 298 7355, Fax: 298 7356, sarep@sarep.org, www.sarep.org •
Sri Lanka, Telefax: 290 4271 • Switzerland, Tel: 240 8360, vertretung@rah.rep.admin.ch • The Netherlands,
Tel: 240 6639, Fax: 240 9638 • The People’s Republic of China, Tel: 295 1222, Fax: 295 1221, chinaoffice@
palnet.com

Gaza Strip (08) Egypt, Tel: 282 4290, Fax: 282 0718 • Germany, Tel: 282 5584, Fax: 284 4855 • Jordan,
Tel: 282 5134, Fax: 282 5124 • Morocco, Tel: 282 4264, Fax: 282 4104 • Norway, Tel: 282 4615, Fax: 282 1902
• Qatar, Tel: 282 5922, Fax: 282 5932 • South Africa, Tel: 284 1313, Fax: 284 1333 • Tunisia, Tel: 282 5018,
Fax: 282 5028

United Nations and International Organisations

Air France and KLM, Tel: 02-628 2535/6 (Jerusalem), Tel: 08-286 0616 (Gaza) • Air Sinai - Varig, Tel: 02-627
2725 (Jerusalem), Tel: 08-282 1530 (Gaza) • bmi – Nazarene Aviation, Tel: 02-626 0896/898, Fax: 02-626
0958 (Jerusalem) • British Airways, Tel: 02-628 8654 (Jerusalem) • Cyprus Airways, Tel: 02-240 4894 (AlBireh) • Delta Airlines, Tel: 02-296 7250, Telefax: 02-298 6395 (Ramallah) • Egypt Air, Tel: 02-298 6950/49
(Ramallah), Tel: 08-282 1530 (Gaza) • Emirates Airlines, Tel: 02-296 1780 (Ramallah) • Gulf Air, Tel: 09-238
6312 (Nablus), Tel: 02-295 3912/3 (Ramallah) • Iberia, Tel: 02-628 3235/7238 (Jerusalem) • Lufthansa, Tel:
09-238 2065 (Nablus) • Malev-Hungarian Airlines, Tel: 02-295 2180 (Ramallah) • Middle East Car Rental,
Tel: 02-295 2602, Fax: 295 2603 • PAL AVIATION, Tel. 02-296 7250 Telefax: 02-298 6395 (Ramallah) • Palestine
Airlines, Tel: 08-282 2800 (Gaza), Tel: 08-282 9526/7 (Gaza) • Qatar Airways, Tel: 02-240 4895 (Al-Bireh), Tel:
08-284 2303 (Gaza), Royal Jordanian Airways, Tel: 02-240 5060 (Ramallah), Tel: 08-282 5403/13 (Gaza) •
SN Brussels Airlines, Tel: 02-295 2180 (Ramallah), SAS Scandinavian Airlines, Tel: 02-628 3235/7238
(Jerusalem) • South African Airways, Tel: 02-628 6257 (Jerusalem) • Swiss International Airlines, Tel:
02-295 2180 (Ramallah) • Tunis Air, Tel: 02-298 7013 (Ramallah), Tel: 08-286 0616 (Gaza) • Turkish Airlines,
Tel: 02-277 0130 (Bethlehem)
Airport Information Gaza International Airport, Tel: 08-213 4289 • Ben Gurion Airport, Tel: 03-972

FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Jerusalem (02), TeleFax: 532 2757, 532 1950,
registry.fao@undp.org, www.fao.org • IBRD - International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World
Bank), West Bank (02), Tel: 236 6500 Fax: 236 6543, Gaza (08) Tel: 282 4746 Fax: 282 4296, firstletterofsurname.
familyname@worldbank.org • IMF, - International Monetary Fund, www.imf.org, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 5913; Fax:
282 5923, West Bank (02), Tel: 236 6530; Fax: 236 6543 • ILO - International Labor Organization, Jerusalem
(02), Tel: 626 0212, 628 0933, Fax: 627 6746, Khaled.doudine@undp.org, Ramallah (02), Tel: 290 0022, Fax: 290
0023, Nablus (09), Tel: 237 5692 - 233 8371, Fax: 233 8370 • OHCHR - Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 7021, Fax: 282 7321, ohchr@undp.org, West Bank Office, Telefax: 02-296
5534 • UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, Ramallah (02), Tel:
295 9740, Fax: 295 9741, unesco@palnet.com • UNFPA - United Nations Population Fund, Jerusalem (02),
Tel: 581 7292, Fax: 581 7382, unfpa.ps@undp.org, www.unfpa.ps • UNICEF - United Nations Children’s Fund,
Jerusalem (02), Tel: 583 0013,4 Fax: 583 0806, Gaza (08), Tel: 286 2400, Fax: 286 2800, Jerusalem@unicef.org •
UNIFEM - United Nations Development Fund for Women, Telefax: 628 0450, Tel: 628 0661 • UN OCHA
- United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Tel: 582 9962/02 - 582 5853, Fax: 582 5841,
ochaopt@un.org, www.ochaopt.org • UNRWA - United Nations Relief and Works Agency, Gaza (08), Tel: 677
7333, Fax: 677 7555, unrwapio@unrwa.org, West Bank (02), Tel: 589 0401, Fax: 532 2714, firstletterofsurname.
familyname@unrwa.org • UNSCO - Office of the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process,
Tel: 08-284 3555/02-568 7276, Fax: 08-282 0966/02-568 7288, UNSCO-Media@un.org, www.unsco.org • UNTSO
- United Nations Truce Supervision Organization, Jerusalem (02), Tel: 568 7222 - 568 7444, Fax: 568 7400,
DPKO-UNTSO-admin@un.org • WFP - World Food Programme, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 7463, Fax: 282 7921,
Jerusalem (02), Tel: 540 1340, Fax: 540 1227, Arnold.Vercken@wfp.org • WHO - World Health Organization,
Jerusalem (02), Tel: 540 0595, Fax: 581 0193, who@papp.undp.org, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 2033, Fax: 284 5409, who@
palnet.com • World Bank, Tel: 236 6500, Fax: 236 6543

3344

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People (PAPP)
4 Al-Ya’qubi Street, Jerusalem, Tel: 02 6268200, Fax: 02 6268222
E-mail: registry.papp@undp.org / URL: http://www.papp.undp.org
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East Jerusalem (02) Hospitals Augusta Victoria, Tel: 627 9911 • Dajani Maternity, Tel: 583 3906
• Hadassah (Ein Kerem), Tel: 677 7111 • Hadassah (Mt. Scopus), Tel: 584 4111 • Maqassed, Tel: 627 0222
• Red Crescent Maternity, Tel: 628 6694 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 582 8325 • St. Joseph, Tel: 582
8188 • Clinics and Centers Arab Health Center, Tel: 628 8726 • CHS Clinics, Tel: 628 0602/0499 • Ibn
Sina Medical Center, Tel: 540 0083/9, 532 2536 • Jerusalem First Aid Clinic, Tel: 626 4055 • Medical
Relief Womens, Health Clinic, Tel: 583 3510 • Palestinian Counseling Center, Tel: 656 2272, 656
2627 • Peace Medical Center, Tel: 532 7111, 532 4259 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 586 056 • Spafford
Children’s Clinic, Tel: 628 4875 • The Austrian Arab Community Clinic (AACC), Tel: 627 3246 • The
Jerusalem Princess Basma Center for Disabled Children, Tel: 628 3058

Ramallah (02) Al Rafah Microfinance Bank, Tel: 297 8710, Fax: 297 8880 • Arab Bank, (Al-Balad) Tel:
298 6480, Fax: 298 6488 • Arab Bank, (Al-Bireh), Tel: 295 9581, Fax: 295 9588 • Arab Bank, (Al-Manara) Tel: 295
4821, Fax: 295 4824 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 295 8421 • Bank of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 298 5921, Fax: 298 5920
• Bank of Palestine Ltd., (Al-Irsal) Tel: 296 6860, Fax: 296 6864 • Beit Al-Mal Holdings, Tel: 298 6916, Fax:
298 6916 • HSBC Bank Middle East, Tel: 298 7802, Fax: 298 7804 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 298 3500, Fax:
295 5437 • The Center for Private Enterprise Development, Tel: 298 6786, Fax: 298 6787 • Commercial
Bank of Palestine, Tel: 295 4141, Fax: 295 4145 • Cooperative Development Unit, Tel: 290 0029, Fax:
290 0029 • Deutsche Ausgleichsbank (DTA), Tel: 298 4462, Fax: 295 2610 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 298
6270, Fax: 298 6276 • International Islamic Arab Bank, Tel: 240 7060, Fax: 240 7065 • Jordan Bank, Tel:
295 8686, Fax: 2958684 • Jordan-Gulf Bank, Tel: 298 7680, Fax: 298 7682 • Jordan-Kuwait Bank, Tel: 240
6725, Fax: 240 6728 • Jordan National Bank, Tel: 295 9343, Fax: 295 9341 • Palestine International Bank
(PIB), Tel: 298 3300, Fax: 298 3333 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 298 7880, Fax: 298 7881 • Palestine
Islamic Bank, Tel: 295 0247, Fax: 295 7146 • Union Bank, Tel: 298 6412, Fax: 295 6416

Bethlehem (02) Hospitals Al-Dibis Maternity, Tel: 274 4242 • Al-Hussein Government, Tel: 274

Gaza Strip (08) Arab Bank, Tel: 08-286 6288, Fax: 282 0704 • Arab Bank (Al-Rimal), Tel: 282 4729, Fax:

1161 • Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation, Tel: 274 4049-51, Fax: 274 4053 • Caritas Baby, Tel:
275 8500, Fax: 275 8501 • Mental Health, Tel: 274 1155 • Shepherd’s Field Hospital, Tel: 277 5092 • St.
Mary’s Maternity, Tel: 274 2443 • The Holy Family, Tel: 274 1151, Fax: 274 1154 Clinics and Centers
Beit Sahour Medical Center, Tel: 277 4443 • Bethlehem Dental Center, Tel: 274 3303

Hebron (02) Hospitals Amira Alia, Tel: 222 8126 • Al-Ahli, Tel: 222 0212 • Al-Meezan, Tel: 225 7400/1 •
Al-Za’tari, Tel: 222 9035 • Hamdan, Tel: 228 1860 • Mohammed Ali, Tel: 225 3883/4 • Shaheera, Tel: 222
6982 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 223 5042 • The Red Crescent, Tel: 222 8333 • Yattah Governmental
Hospital, Tel: 227 1017, 227 1019 Clinics and Centers Red Crescent Society, Tel: 222 7450 • UPMRC,
Tel: 222 6663

Jericho (02) Hospitals Jericho Government, Tel: 232 1967/8/9 Clinics and Centers UPMRC, Tel:

232 2148

Nablus (09) Hospitals Al-Aqsa Hospital and Medical Center, Tel: 294 7666 • Al-Ittihad, Tel: 237

1491 • Al-Watani, Tel: 238 0039 • Al-Zakat Hospital (TolKarem), Tel: 268 0680 • Aqraba Maternity
Home, Tel: 259 8550 • Rafidia, Tel: 239 0390 • Salfit Emergency Governmental Hospital, Tel: 251 5111
• Specialized Arab Hospital, Tel: 239 0390 • St. Luke’s, Tel: 238 3818 • UNRWA Qalqilia Hospital
(Qalqiliya), Tel: 294 0008 Clinics and Centers Al-Amal Center, Tel: 238 3778 • Arab Medical Center,
Tel: 237 1515 • Hagar (Handicapped Equipment Center), Tel: 239 8687 • Red Crescent Society, Tel:
238 2153 • UPMRC, Tel: 283 7178

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Hospitals Arabcare Hospital,

Tel: 298 6420 • AL-Karmel
Maternity Home, Tel: 247 1026 • Al-Mustaqbal Hospital, Tel: 240 4562 • AL-Nather Maternity
Hospital, Tel: 295 5295 • Ash-Sheikh Zayed Hospital, Tel: 298 8088 • Birziet Maternity Home,
Tel: 281 0616 • Care Specialized Dental Center, Tel: 297 5090 • Khaled Surgical Hospital, Tel:
295 5640 • Ramallah Government Hospitals, Tel: 298 2216/7 • Red Crescent Hospital, Tel: 240
6260 Clinics and Centers Arab Medical Center, Tel: 295 4334 • Arabcare Medical Center,
Tel: 298 6420 • Emergency & Trauma Center, Tel: 298 8088 • Harb Heart Center, Tel: 296 0336
• Modern Dental Center, Tel: 298 0630 • National Center for Blood Diseases “Hippocrates”
Thalessemia and Hemophilia Center, Tel: 296 5082, Fax: 296 5081 • Patients’ Friends Society
K. Abu Raya Rehabilitation Centre, Tel: 295 7060/1 • Palestinian Hemophilia Association-PHA,
Telefax: 297 5588 • Peace Medical Center, Tel: 295 9276 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 240 6260 • UPMRC,
Tel: 298 4423, 296 0686

Gaza Strip (08) Hospitals Al-Ahli Al-Arabi, Tel: 286 3014 • Dar Al-Salam, Tel: 285 4240 • Nasser, Tel:
205 1244 • Shifa, Tel: 286 2765 Clinics and Centers Arab Medical Center, Tel: 286 2163 • Beit Hanoun
Clinic, Tel: 285 8065 • Dar Al-Shifa, Tel: 286 5520 • Hagar (Handicapped Equipment Center), Tel: 284
2636 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 284 8445 • UPMRC, Tel: 282 7837

282 4719 • Arab Bank, (Khan Younis) Tel: 205 4775, Fax: 205 4745 • Arab Bank (Karny), Tel: 280 0020, Fax:
280 0028 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 282 2046, Fax: 282 1099 • Bank of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 282 3272, Fax:
286 5667 • Beit Al-Mal Holdings, Tel: 282 0722, Fax: 282 5786 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 282 4950, Fax:
282 4830 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 282 5806, Fax: 282 5816 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 282
6322, Fax: 286 1143 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 282 0707, Fax: 282 4341 • Palestine Development Fund, Tel:
282 4286, Fax: 282 4286 • Palestine International Bank (PIB), Tel: 284 4333, Fax: 284 4303 • Palestine
Investment Bank, Tel: 282 2105, Fax: 282 2107

Nablus (09) Arab Bank, Tel: 238 2340, Fax: 238 2351 • Arab Bank (Askar), Tel: 231 1694, Fax: 234 2076

• Arab Land Bank, Tel: 238 3651, Fax: 238 3650 • Bank of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 238 2030, Fax: 238 2923 •
Bank of Palestine (Al-Misbah), Tel: 231 1460, Fax: 231 1922 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 238 1301, Fax: 238
1590 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 238 5160, Fax: 238 5169 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 238 6060,
Fax: 238 6066 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 238 1120, Fax: 238 1126 • Jordan-Gulf Bank, Tel: 238 2191, Fax: 238
1953 • Jordan-Kuwait Bank, Tel: 237 7223, Fax: 237 7181 • Jordan-National Bank, Tel: 238 2280, Fax:
238 2283 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 238 5051, Fax: 238 5057 • Palestine International Bank,
Tel: 239 7780, Fax: 239 7788

City

Fire

Ambulance

Police

Jerusalem*
CHS (Old City Jerusalem)
Bethlehem
Gaza
Hebron
Jericho
Jenin
Nablus
Ramallah
Child helpline Palestine
Tulkarem
Qalqilia

02-6282222
101 / 050-319120
02-274 1123
08-2863633
102/22 28121-2-3
02-232 2658
04-250 1225
09-238 3444
02-295 6102
(121)free line
09-267 2106
09-294 0440

101

100

101 / 02-274 4222
101 / 08-2863633
101
101 / 02-232 1170
101 / 04-250 2601
101 / 09-238 0399
101 / 02-240 0666

02-274 8231
08-2863400
100
02-232 2521
04-250 1035
09-238 3518
02-295 6571

101 / 09-267 2140
101 / 09-294 0440

09-267 2161
09-294 22730

Telephone Services
East Jerusalem (02) Arab Bank (Al-Ezzarieh), Tel: 279 6671, Fax: 279 6677 • Arab Bank (Al-Ram), Tel:

234 8710, Fax: 234 8717 • Center for Development Consultancy (CDC), Tel: 583 3183, Fax: 583 3185 •
Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 279 9886, Fax: 279 9258

Bethlehem (02) Arab Bank, Tel: 277 0080, Fax: 277 0088 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 274 0861 • Cairo-Amman
Bank, Tel: 274 4971, Fax: 274 4974 • Jordan National Bank, Tel: 277 0351, Fax: 277 0354 • Bank of Palestine
Ltd., Tel: 276 5515/6, Fax: 276 5517 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 277 0888, Fax: 277 0889
Hebron (02) Al-Ahli Bank, Tel: 222 4801/2/3/4 • Arab Bank, Tel: 222 6410, Fax: 222 6418 • Bank of

Palestine Ltd., Tel: 225 0001/2/3 • Cairo-Amman Bank, (Wadi Al-Tuffah) Tel: 222 5353/4/5 • Cairo-Amman
Bank, (Al-Balad) Tel: 222 9803/4 • Cairo-Amman Bank, (The Islamic Branch) Tel: 222 7877 • Islamic
Arab Bank, Tel: 2254156/7 • Islamic Bank, Tel: 222 6768 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 222 4351/2/3/4 • Palestine
Investment Bank, Tel: 225 2701/2/3/4 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 225 0055
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Bezeq
Wake up calls
Talking Clock
Time around the world
Vocal Information
Pager Service
Repeat call
Last call
Call waiting
Call forwarding
General information
Services
Corporate services

1475
1455
1975
1705
*41
*42
*70
*71
199
164
166

Paltel
Wake up calls
Free fax service
Follow me
(forwarding calls)
Phone book
Maintenance
Information
Internet maintenance

175
167
72*
144
166
199
167

Calls from Overseas
Dial access code, international
country code (972) or (970),
area code (without the zero),
desired number
87

Tourism and Antiquities
Police
Bethlehem
Gaza
Jericho
Nablus

02-277 0750/1
08-282 9017
02-232 4011
09-385 244

Border Crossings
Allenby Bridge
Arava Border
Eretz Crossing
Rafah Border
Sheikh Hussien

02-994 2302
08-630 0555
08-674 1672
08-673 4205
04-609 3410

Persons (10 years and over) who use computer .......................................................................50.9%
Percentage of households that have a mobile phone ................................................................81.0%
Percentage of households that have a telephone ......................................................................50.8%
Percentage of households that view Palestine TV .....................................................................29.9%

Population and Demography (revised - 2007)
Projected Population (1/06/2009)
(Census - 2007, Preliminary Finding)

Palestinian Territory ........................................................................................................... 3,926,104
West Bank (All governorates) .............................................................................................. 2,443,162
Gaza Strip ........................................................................................................................... 1,482,942
Jerusalem Governorate ....................................................................................................... 374,603
Sex Ratio (31/12/2008).............................................................................................................103.1%
Population by Sex (1/2/2009)
Male ...........................................................................................................................................................................................1,973,503
Female.......................................................................................................................................................................................1,916,023

Fertility rate (2006) .......................................................................................................................4.6%
Average Household Size (1/12/2007)
Palestinian Territory ......................................................................................................................5.8%
West Bank ....................................................................................................................................5.5%
Gaza Strip.....................................................................................................................................6.5%
Land Use and Agriculture
Palestinian Territory (PT) Area (Km2) ........................................................................................... 6,020
Area of PT by Type of Use (different reference periods)
• Agricultural Land (2007) ...........................................................................................................24.9%
• Forest and Wooded Land (2007) ...............................................................................................1.6%
• Palestinian Built-up Land (2006) ................................................................................................6.6%
Area of built-up land in Israeli Settlements of the total area of West Bank (2006) ........................3.3%
Cultivated Area (Km2) - 2006/2007 ......................................................................................... 1,834.9
Education (2007/2008)
Illiteracy rate for persons 15 years and over (2007) ..................................................................5.9%
Illiteracy rate for persons 15-29 years (2007) .............................................................................0.9%
No. of schools ** ......................................................................................................................... 2,430
No. of school teachers ** ........................................................................................................... 43,556
No. of school students ** ...................................................................................................... 1,097,957
Students per class (schools) **...................................................................................................32.9%
Drop-out rate (schools 2005/2006) ...............................................................................................1.2%
Repetition rate (schools 2005/2006).............................................................................................3.0%
Business ICT (2007)
Percentage of Enterprises that uses Computer..........................................................................21.1%
Percentage of Enterprises that did Electronic transactions ..........................................................3.1%
Number of (IT) Specialist Per 100 Employees .............................................................................3.5%
Health (2008)
No. of hospitals (2008) .................................................................................................................... 76
Doctors per 1000 population (2008) ............................................................................................... 1.9
Nurses per 1000 population (2007) ................................................................................................. 2.7
Beds per 1000 population (2007) ................................................................................................... 1.3
Culture (2006)
No. of mosques (in operation) .................................................................................................... 2,228
No. of churches ............................................................................................................................. 160
No. of newspapers (in operation) ..................................................................................................... 13
No. of theaters (in operation) .............................................................................................................. 9
No. of museums (in operation) ........................................................................................................... 8
No. of cultural centers (in operation) .............................................................................................. 161
Information & Communication Technology (2006)
Availability of TV sets .................................................................................................................95.3%
Availability of satellite dish for household having TV set ............................................................80.4%
Availability of computers at home ...............................................................................................32.9%
Availability of Internet at home ...................................................................................................15.9%
Persons (10 years and over) who have acces to the Internet ...................................................18.4%
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Living Standards and Humanitarian Aid (2006)
Percentage of Households below poverty line ...........................................................................57.3%
Number of Individuals below poverty line ............................................................................. 2,303,840
Percentage of households that lost more than half of their income during Al-Aqsa Intifada ......51.6%
Percentage of households that indicated their need for assistance (2005) ................................67.0%
Average Monthly per capita Expenditure in the Palestinian Territory (2007) ................................. 95.4
Labour Force (1st quarter of 2009)
Males
Labour Force participation rate................................................................................ 66.9%
Unemployment rate in Palestinian Territory (PT) ..................................................... 25.0%
Unemployment rate in West Bank ........................................................................... 20.1%
Unemployment rate in Gaza Strip ........................................................................... 36.6%
Average net daily wage for employees working in PT (US$)...................................... 19.8

Females
15.4%
23.8%
16.8%
39.0%
17.9

Percentage of working children (10-17 years), (1st quarter of 2009) ................6.4 % .

1.0 %

Percentage of graduates of high education and vocational training
of persons aged 15 years and over (End 2005) .....................................................................14.5%
Percentage of graduates of high education and vocational training
who participated in labour force (End 2005) ..........................................................................83.4%
Unemployment rate of graduates of high education and vocational training (End 2005) 25.4%
Economics
GDP (2008-million US$)-at constant prices (RWB and GS)** .................................................. 4,639.7
GDP Per Capita (2008- US$)-at constant prices (RWB and GS)** .......................................... 1,289.9
CPI and percent change in Palestinian Terrotiry
in May 2009 compare with April 2009 (base year 2004=100) 123.05 .....................................0.40%
GDP per capita for the 4th Quarter 2008 in US $ at constant price (RWB & GS) ........................ 314.9
Quaterly GDP at constant price in millions of US $ (RWB & GS) for the 4th Quarter 2008....... 1,145.0
Number of Establishments in Operation in Private Sector and Non Governmental
Organization Sector by Economic Activity (2008)***
• Agriculture (framing of cattele & other animals) ...................................................................... 6,977
• Mining and Quarrying................................................................................................................. 295
• Manufacturing ....................................................................................................................... 15,229
• Electricity and Water supply....................................................................................................... 464
• Construction ............................................................................................................................... 590
• Wholesale and Retail and Repairs........................................................................................ 59,299
• Transportation, storage and communication........................................................................... 1,175
• Hotels and Restaurants ......................................................................................................... 4,641
• Financial Intermediation ............................................................................................................. 844
• Real Estate, Rental and Business Activities ........................................................................... 4,285
• Education ................................................................................................................................ 2,377
• Health and Social work ........................................................................................................... 4,248
• Other Community, Social and Personal Services .................................................................. 9,052
Imports of Goods (2007 million US$) ................................................................................... 3,141.3
Exports of Goods (2007 million US$) ...................................................................................... 513.0
Hotels (1st Quarter, 2009)
Room occupancy rate.................................................................................................................23.8%
Bed occupancy rate ....................................................................................................................22.1%
Environment
Available quantities of water (2007 - mcm) ................................................................................. 335.4
Connected households to wastewater network (2006) .........................................................45.5%
Housing Conditions (2008)
Average number of rooms in housing units ..................................................................................... 3.6
Average number of persons per room (housing density)*** ............................................................ 1.7
(RWB and GS)=Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip
* RWB and GS at constant prices: 1997 is the base year: revised version
** It’s Primary Results
Prepared by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
*** Revised Figures
Tel: 02-240 6340, Fax: 02-240 6343
e-mail: diwan@pcbs.gov.ps - URL: www.pcbs.gov.ps
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As Palestine continues its struggle for independence, it has already begun to acquire sovereign cyberspace recognition.
A difficult three-year international debate resulted in the “Occupied Palestinian Territory” being officially assigned the
two-letter suffix, “.ps,” in the ISO 3166-1 list for the representation of names of countries or territories. The successful
struggle to attain country code 970 led the way for the Internet Corporation for Associated Names and Numbers
(ICANN), the international corporation that manages the country code Top-Level Domain (ccTLD) system on the
Internet, on 22 March 2000, to assign Palestine its unique country identifier, “.ps,” in line with other sovereign nations
such as .fr for France and .ca for Canada.

Arts and Culture: Ashtar Theater www.ashtar-theatre.org, Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque
www.alkasaba.org, Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art www.almamalfoundation.org, Al Mathaf
www.almathaf.ps, ArtSchool Palestine www.artschoolpalestine.com, Baha Boukhari www.baha-cartoon.net,
Family Net www.palestine-family.net, Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center (Ramallah) www.sakakini.org, Paltel
Virtual Gallery (Birzeit University) www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu, Rim Banna www.rimbanna.com, RIWAQ:
Centre for Architectural Conservation www.riwaq.org, Sunbula (fair trade/crafts) www.sunbula.org, The
International Center of Bethlehem (Dar Annadwa) www.annadwa.org, The Popular Arts Centre www.
popularartcentre.org, Shammout.com www.shammout.com, Sumud www.sumud.net, Palestinian Pottery
www.palestinianpottery.com, A.M. Qattan Foundation www.qattanfoundation.org, The Musical Intifada
www.docjazz.com, El-funoun www.el-funoun.org, Sabreen Association for Artistic Development www.
sabreen.org, The Virtual Gallery www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu, Al Rowwad Theatre Centre www.alrowwad.
virtualactivism.net

Business and Economy: Arab Palestinian Investment Company www.apic-pal.com, Hebron Store
www.hebron-store.com, Jawwal www.jawwal.ps, Massar www.massar.com, The Palestinian Economic
Council for Development and Reconstruction (PECDAR) www.pecdar.org, Palestinian Securities
Exchange, Ltd. www.p-s-e.com, Palestine Development and Investment Ltd. (PADICO) www.padico.
com, Paltel Group. www.paltelgroup.ps, Tatweer Information Technology & Business Solutions www.
progress.ps, Wataniya Palestine www.wataniya-palestine.com
Directories, ISPs and Portals: Jaffa Net www.weino.com; Palestine-Net www.palestine-net.com, Hadara
www.hadara.ps, Al-Quds Network www.alqudsnet.com, Palseek www.palseek.com, Paleye www.paleye.com,
Al Buraq www.alburaq.net, The Palestinian NGO Portal www.masader.ps
Government: PLO Negotiations Affairs Department (NAD) www.nad-plo.org, PNA www.pna.gov.ps,
Ministry of Higher Education www.mohe.gov.ps, Ministry of Industry www.industry.gov.ps, Ministry of
Education www.moe.gov.ps, Ministry of Health www.moh.gov.ps, Government Computer Center www.
gcc.gov.ps, Orient House www.orienthouse.org
Health and Mental Health: Augusta Victoria Hospital www.avh.org, Gaza Community Mental Health
Programme www.gcmhp.net, Ministry of Health www.moh.gov.ps, Palestinian Counseling Center www.
pcc-jer.org, Red Crescent Society www.palestinercs.org, Spafford Children's Clinic www.spafford-jerusalem.
org, UNFPA www.unfpa.ps, Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees www.upmrc.org, Bethlehem
Arab Society for Rehabilitation www.basr.org, Palestine Medical Council www.pmc.ps
Human Rights Organisations: Al Haq www.alhaq.org, Defence for Children International Palestine
Section www.dci-pal.org, LAW - The Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human Rights and the
Environment www.lawsociety.org, The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights www.pchrgaza.org, BADIL
www.badil.org, Women’s Affairs Technical Committee (WATC) www.pal-watc.org; www.pcc-jer.org
Research and News: Applied Research Institute - Jerusalem www.arij.org, JMCC www.jmcc.org,
PASSIA www.passia.org, MIFTAH www.miftah.org, AMIN www.amin.org, Al Quds www.alquds.com, Al
Ayyam www.al-ayyam.com, WAFA www.wafa.pna.net, Al-Hayyat Al-Jadedah www.alhayat-j.com, Palestine
Wildlife Society www.wildlife-pal.org, 93.6 RAM FM www.ramfm.net, Ramallah on line www.ramallahonline.
com, Ramattan Studios www.ramattan.com, Palestine Family Net www.palestine-family.net, Palestine
Mapping Centre www.palmap.org, The Palestine Monitor www.palestinemonitor.org, The Palestinian
Center for Rapprochement between People www.imemc.org, OCHA- The United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs www.ochaopt.org, Englishpal www.englishpal.ps
Tourism: Ministry of Tourism www.visit-palestine.com, Arab Hotel Association www.palestinehotels.com,
Arab Travel Association www.visit-holyland.com
Travel Agencies: Alternative Tourism Group www.patg.org, Atlas Aviation www.atlasavia.com, Awad
Tourist Agency www.awad-tours.com, Aweidah Tours www.aweidah.com, Blessed Land Travel www.
blessedland.com, Crown Tours www.crown-tours.com, Daher Travel www.dahertravel.com, Guiding Star
www.guidingstarltd.com, Halabi Tours and Travel Co. www.halabitours.ps, Jiro Tours www.jirotours.com, Mt.
of Olives Tours www.olivetours.com, Pioneer Links www.pioneer-links.com, Raha Tours www.rahatravel.
com, Ramallah Travel Agency www.kaoud.org, United Travel www.unitedtravelltd.com, Universal Tourist
Agency www.universal-jer.com
Universities: Birzeit University www.birzeit.edu, An-Najjah University www.najah.edu, Al-Quds
University www.alquds.edu, Al-Azhar University (Gaza) www.alazhar-gaza.edu, Arab American University
www.aauj.edu, Bethlehem University www.bethlehem.edu, Hebron University www.hebron.edu, The
Islamic University (Gaza) www.iugaza.edu, Palestine Polytechnic www.ppi.edu
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Where to Go?
Tombs of the Kings

A visit to the Tombs of the Kings seems
appropriate at the moment given that this
archaeological site is the venue for the
Jerusalem Festival.
Toward the end of Salah Eddin St., a
stone's throw away from the American
Colony Hotel, the Tombs of the Kings goes
back to 45 AD when Queen Helen, the
Queen of Adiabin or Mesopotamia, came
to this region accompanied by her children.
She chose a site that was 500 metres to the
north of the Old City and ordered the digging
of the tombs so that she could bury her son
Isates and others of her dynasty.
The tombs were cut into the rock and they
include a cave with a decorated façade that
is a replica of a palace. The tombs were
closed by a rolling stone, which is still intact.
They became a memorial structure used for
ceremonies. Inside the cave there is a main
room which leads to adjacent side rooms.
The side rooms consist of niches where the
dead bodies were laid.
A Frenchman discovered the site in the
middle of the nineteenth century. Later
it was sold to another Frenchman who
presented it to France in 1886. And so the
site has been the property of the French
government since that time.
This year marks the fourteenth consecutive
year in which the Jerusalem Festival is being
held at this unique archaeological site.
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Where to Go?
Palestinian Heritage
Centre
The Palestinian Heritage
Centre’s director, Maha Saca,
invites you to visit the Centre’s
museum and cultural exhibition.
The Centre, established in 1991
for the revival, preservation and
promotion of Palestinian cultural
heritage, consists of a traditional
living room, a furnished Bedouin
tent, a library, an exhibition of
traditional items and a gift shop.
The exhibition space is 250 m²
and can host up to 100 visitors at
a time. The Centre’s staff will take
visitors on a free guided tour of the
exhibition.
The Centre sells posters,
postcards and traditional,
handmade embroidered items,
such as purses, bags, shawls,
pillows and pillow cases and
modern embroidered dresses.
Palestinian women from various
villages and refugee camps around
the city of Bethlehem produce
these wonderfully embroidered
items. You can take photographs
wearing traditional Palestinian
costumes while drinking coffee in
the Bedouin tent.
The Centre is active both on the
national and international levels
in promoting the preservation of
a heritage and a tradition that
are slowly disappearing. Located
on Manger Street, the Centre
opens daily from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. For visits outside regular
working hours, call the Centre for
an appointment (02-2742642).
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Where to Go?
Qasr Hisham

Qasr Hisham (Hisham’s Palace) is
just five kilometres north of Jericho.
The palace was a country residence,
built in AD 743 by Al-Walid Ibn Yazid,
although it owes its name to his uncle,
the Umayyad caliph Hisham Ibn
Abd Al-Malik, who ruled an empire
stretching from India in the East to the
Pyrenees in the West. Hisham, like
most early Umayyad rulers, preferred
the freedom of the desert to life in the
capital city Damascus.
The palace is a complex of residential
quarters, baths, mosques, and
colonnaded courts. Its mosaics and
stucco ornaments are fine examples
of early Islamic architecture. Experts
believe that an earthquake destroyed
the palace before it was completed.
Thus the accumulated sand and
debris helped to preserve the palace’s
lovely mosaics. The mosaic floors
of the baths are a major attraction,
but the Tree of Life or the Tree of
Human Cruelty is one of the most
beautiful mosaics in the Near East.
Its vibrant green and gold colours
are just astounding, as is its subject
matter. Many of the carved stuccos
from the palace are displayed at the
Rockefeller Archaeological Museum
in Jerusalem.
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The Last Word

We Are Ready
A new cinema theatre in the northern city of Nablus, a Danish band
(Outlandish) performing in Ramallah, a literature festival in Bethlehem, and
a Bach concert in the Old City of Jerusalem are but a drop in the bucket of
activities that depict the cultural scene in Palestine this summer.
My grey-haired neighbour who doesn’t normally miss a single cultural
event – particularly in East Jerusalem – was actually complaining the other
day about having to miss some events because more than one activity is
taking place on the same day! As far as I can tell, Diana has been going to
concerts, exhibitions, and cultural gatherings on a daily basis for weeks now,
bringing along friends of hers. As a good neighbour, she often comes by to
encourage us to take a break from our stagnant routine and to urge us not to
miss certain events. No one I know interacts better with, as well as supports,
the local cultural scene as much as my neighbour Diana!
In response to a question about the absence of Al-Kasaba Theatre and
Cinematheque’s own cultural events this summer, the manager said that
there is currently cultural congestion, but he assured me that they would
be back this fall. Indeed, apart from theatre activities taking place all over
Palestine, the plethora of cultural events organised by The Jerusalem Festival,
Palestine International Festival, the Edward Said National Conservatory of
Music, Sounding Jerusalem, Al-Kamandjati along with the Choir of London,
and many more are totally filling everyone’s cultural agenda.
As I went into Padico’s beautifully renovated, stone-walled, spacious house
in the Old City of Jerusalem to attend a classical concert, I was delightfully
taken aback when I heard the lady who was taking our tickets rebuke a
colleague of hers and demand that the poor kids of Haret Assa’dia, where the
stylish house hosting the concert is located, be allowed to attend the concert!
This event, she practically shouted, is not only for kids whose parents can
afford to send them to a concert in Vienna. Thank God, I couldn’t afford that,
I thought to myself, as I sneaked in with the best of the proletariat!
Seriously though, Palestinians ought to be proud of their achievements
in the cultural scene which actually reflect a vibrant society eager to
embrace and celebrate life despite hardships and unnatural circumstances.
Palestinians ought to be proud that their Palestine Youth Orchestra and choir
are performing in the most prestigious cultural festival in the Arab World:
Lebanon’s Beiteddine Festival 2009, along with top Arab musicians such as
Marcel Khalife. New cultural venues are being built in the West Bank with the
blessing and support of the Palestinian Authority. In East Jerusalem, a battle
is fought for every stone that is built for cultural or other purposes. However,
we will continue to build our cultural institutions which collectively not only
nurture the “events culture” but also serve to cement our national identity as
confident people with cultural immunity who simply yearn for a just life.
There is no doubt in my mind that Palestinians are culturally ready for
statehood. The question is: are we ready in other domains?
Sani P. Meo

A journey through Jericho mountains
Photo by Emile Ashrawi

